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ASSOCIATIONS INCORPORATION REFORM ACT 2012
RULES FOR AN INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, it is the express purpose of God our Heavenly Father, to call out of the world a saved people, who shall constitute the body or Church of Jesus Christ, built and established upon the foundations of the apostles and prophets Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Body, the Church of Jesus Christ, are enjoined to assemble themselves together for worship, fellowship, counsel and instruction in the Word of God and for the exercise of those spiritual gifts and offices set forth in the New Testament;

BE IT RESOLVED, that we recognize ourselves as a body of Christian believers according to the Scriptural plan for the local assembly, in order that we may worship God as a united body, exercising all our inalienable rights and privileges granted to a religious body by the Constitution of Australia and do hereby adopt these Rules of Constitution and By-Laws and agree to be governed by them.

1. Name and Duration

The name of this Congregation is “CASEY CITY CHURCH”; a charitable and non-profit Congregation (hereinafter spoken of as the Church) as constituted under the laws of the Commonwealth of Australia, and its duration shall be perpetual.

2. Purposes 

2.1 To proclaim, preach, teach, enunciate, expound and to propagate the Gospel of Jesus Christ as revealed through the Holy Scriptures, evangelize, carry forward, expand and increase the Christian faith both in Victoria and throughout the rest of the world by all means whether oral, printed, visual, verbal, audible, mechanical or otherwise.

2.2 To provide for preaching, teaching and other Christian activities 
that will foster the growth of the Christian Religion in all places; to 
license and ordain ministers; to carry on the work of evangelism; 
to promote missionary work in all places; to plant and develop 
churches consistent with the purpose and pattern of this Church 
not only in Australia but throughout the rest of the world.

2.3 To erect and maintain Church buildings, prayer and camp centers, crèches and day care centers, social halls, business offices, bible colleges, school buildings, recreational facilities, parsonages, and such other structures as are deemed necessary, and to organize and promote such activities as are deemed necessary for the upkeep and continuance of said buildings and facilities.

2.4 To publish, produce and promote Christian literature, Christian music, television and radio programs, films and cassettes/CDs to promote and expand the objects of the Church
2.5 To extend in to the community the Christian faith with an emphasis on aged, family, youth and children, including care, counseling and rehabilitation services, character formation, and provide facilities necessary for charitable and community services and programs.

2.6 To promote education or participation in schemes calculated to promote education having a Christian emphasis, to run bible schools and any other type of Christian education institution and training programs.

2.7 To collect, solicit and accept funds, gifts and other subscriptions; to hold in trust, use, mortgage, lease, sell, or otherwise acquire or dispose of property, real or chattel, in keeping with the recited purposes of this Church, and it shall have and exercise all powers and may conduct all activities that are necessary or convenient to effect any and all of the purposes for which this Churchis organized.

2.8 To help the poor, needy and to do charitable works.
3. Principle of Autonomy

We hold as Scriptural and fundamental the principle of local Church government by qualified persons called Elders, and in conjunction with the Elders are qualified persons called Deacons, who serve both the eldership and the congregation (Philippians 1:1).  These persons must fulfill the qualifications laid down in the Scriptures   (1 Timothy 3; Titus 1:5-9).

This principle is that the local Church is sovereign under Christ’s headship, and all ecclesiastical power is exercised by each local Church assembled as a congregation and decisions thus made shall not be subject to change or reversal by any other ecclesiastical body.  

4. Faith

The fundamental teachings of this Church are reflected in the following clear statements of faith:

4.1 We believe in the plenary-verbal inspiration of the accepted canon of Scriptures as originally given.  The Scriptures are infallible, inerrant, and the sole and final authority for all matters of faith and conduct (2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Corinthians 2:13).

4.2 We believe in the Eternal Godhead who has revealed himself as One God existing in Three Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, distinguishable but indivisible (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

4.3
We believe in the creation, test and fall of man as recorded in Genesis: his total spiritual depravity and inability to attain to Divine righteousness (Romans 5:12, 18).

4.4
We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind, conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, very God and very Man (Luke 1:26-35; John 1:14-18; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:6).

4.5 
We believe Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose again the third day, and personally appeared unto His disciples (1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 4:25).

4.6
We believe in the bodily ascension of Jesus to heaven, His exaltation, and personal, literal and bodily coming again the second time for His Church (John 14:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

4.7
We believe in the salvation of sinners by grace, through repentance and faith in the perfect and sufficient work of the cross of Calvary by which we obtain remission of sins (Ephesians 2:8, 9; Hebrews 9:12, 22; Romans 5:11).

4.8
We believe in the necessity of water baptism by immersion in the Name of the Eternal Godhead in order to fulfill the command of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19, Acts 2: 34-36, Acts 19:1-6).

4.9 
We believe in the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a real experience at or subsequent to salvation, with the speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance, as the primary evidence (Acts 2:1-4; Acts 8:14-17; Acts 10:44-46; Galatians 3:14-15).

4.10
We believe in the Gifts of the Spirit as enumerated in Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, and Ephesians 4:11, as manifested in the Early Church.

4.11
We believe in the Spirit-filled life, a life of separation from worldliness and perfecting of holiness in the fear of God as expressing the true Christian faith (Ephesians 5:18; 2 Corinthians 6:14; 2 Corinthians 7:1).

4.12
We believe in the healing of the body by Divine power, or Divine healing in its varied aspects as practiced in the Early Church (Acts 4:30, Romans 8:11. 1 Corinthians 12:9, James 5:14).

4.13
We believe in the table of the Lord, commonly called the Communion or the Lord’s Supper, for believers (1 Corinthians 11:28-32; Matthew 26:26-28).

4.14
We believe in the reality and personality of the devil and eternal judgment in the lake of fire for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:14, 15).

4.15
We believe in eternal life for believers (John 5:24; 3:16), and eternal punishment for the unbelievers (Mark 9:43-48); 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:10-15).

4.16
We believe that there is one true universal Church, made up of genuine believers, but this one universal Church is also composed of many local Churches in given localities.  These Churches are under the sovereign Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ, exercising autonomous government under Him, administering all its local affairs and ministry, as well as the propagation of the Gospel (Acts 15:22; Matthew 18:15-20).

4.17
We believe that Government is ordained of God, and the powers that be are ordained as ministers of God to us for good.

5. Funds
There will be no membership fee or subscription levied.  The Funds of the Church will be derived from the tithes and offerings of its members, donations, charitable collections and contributions and such other sources as the COE determine.
6.   Winding Up and Distribution of Funds

In the event of the winding up or the cancellation of the incorporation of the Church, the assets of the Church must not be distributed to members of the Church but will be transferred to an organization with similar or charitable purposes as determined by the Board of Directors.

7.
   Authority to Trade

The Church is authorized to trade under section 51(4) of the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 [Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012]
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