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CONSTITUTION

of the Parish of the INTERCESSION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN
of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church
in Strathfield West, New South Wales

INTERPRETATION

In this Constitution, unless specifically stated to the contrary, the following words and expressions
shall have the respective meanings hereinafter assigned to them, that is to say :

a

b.

“The Church” shall mean the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church, abbreviated UAOC;

“The Diocese” shall mean the Diocese of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in
Australia and New Zealand (abbreviated UAOC);

“The Govering Bishop” shall mean the Governing Bishop of the Ukrainian Autocephalic
Orthodox Church in Australia and New Zealand;

“The Consistory” shall mean the executive body of the Diocesan Council of the Diocese of
the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in Australia and New Zealand;

“The Governing Authorities of the Diocese” shall mean the Consistory, the Diocesan
Council and the Diocesan Synod of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in
Australia and New Zealand;

“The Parish” shall mean the Parish of the Intercession of the Holy Virgin of the Ukrainian
Autocephalic Orthodox Church in Australia, Sydney, New South Wales;

“The Brotherhood and Sisterhood” shall mean a church organisation of parishioners which
functions under the supervision of the Parish Priest.

INTRODUCTION

The faithful united in the Parish for the glory of the Holy Consubstantial and indivisible Trinity with
the blessing of The Lord adopt this CONSTITUTION for the purpose of:

a. study of the Holy Scriptures and the Commandments of Jesus Christ;

b. study, preservation and practising of the traditions and customs of the Holy Ukrainian
Orthodox Church; -

c. endeavouring to adopt the spiritual and moral guidance of the teachings of Christ and

Christian morals;

joint confession and dissemination of the faith; and

e. carrying out religious educational and charitable functions in conformity with any laws
existing in Australia regarding religious denominations and to administer the parishes
property and assests.

Q.

1. NAME

1. This Parish shall be known to Church and civil authorities under the name of “The Parish of
the Intercession of the Holy Virgin of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in Sydney,
New South Wales” Short title: The Parish of the Intercession of the Holy Virgin UAOC in
Sydney.
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2. The Parish shall function in the metropolitan area.of Sydney in the State of New South Wales.

2. GENERAL REGULATIONS
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3. The Parish is a constttuent part of the ‘Australian’ and ‘New Zealand‘ Diocese of the Ukrainian
Autocephalic Orthodox: Church’ This junsdlctuonal status @nd:the: complete ecclesiastical and
religious subordination may not be aItered without _the consent in writing of the Governmg
Bishop and of the Governing Authorities of the Diocese'

4.7 1 dll-réligious and- eccleslastlcal matters the Parishlis.subordinate to-theiGoverning Bishop of
the Diocese. In{€conomic matters-and mattersi‘of: internal:administration:the Parish;-whilst
. observing all requirements of the Dlocesan Constltutlon has the nght of mdependent action
¥ 'stbject to this Gonstitation?s - 0 i s il Pt s, Lo s LD g

5. {‘The-Pafish Priest is the ecclesiastical guardlan aer ’cbunsellor of the" Pansh
; whesidos  Date g S ekl ‘ln" den s

6 For the Ppurpose of admtmstratlon the Pansh shall elect at the General Meetlng of the Parish

~ Mémbers' @' Parish” Colincil*‘which* shall ‘actéint accordance with- thrs Constrtutton and the
directives of the Diocesan Council. IO mN el s BUE SeLA S e 30 D snunt D

7. *“The Parish'shal'maintain thé'ParishiChurch and ensure its:proper:arrangement ih accordance
with the ecclesiastical orthddox rite*arid ‘Ukrainian:traditions; 'shall: maintain ‘the: Parish Clergy
(Priest and Deacon), the psalmodlst the precentor-conductor and assist them in the
performance"“of thelr» asS|gned> ccle5|ast|ca| ’dutres shall malntaln the church‘ chorr parish

,,,,

8> The -Holy 7*’©ﬂho‘doxﬁ’chu‘r'c'hf\i‘off\‘th'é*P'arish shall berused+for:the: purpose::of joint prayers,
performance of religious'rites; and. f6r the' preaching .of theWord-of God:in-accordance with
‘the rules of the Holy Apostolrc Orthodox Church It may not be used for any other non-
' ecclesiastical’ ‘purpése Ly ' A S x
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9. The Parish Church may not be sold, transferred to another church mstrtutlon cIosed down or
designated for demolition, except withithé permission of not less than three quarters of the
total number of the financial members of the Parish and the permtsslon of the Governung

+ Bishop in-office"at: that'tlme and the. Govermng Authontles of the Dlocese Fay LR
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3 MEMBERSHIP

10 All*orthodox' Ukrarmans 18! years”r-of= ‘age-of” older may become members of the Parish
provided they declare in writing their wish to become parish members, ‘to abide:by:the Parish
= Constitution; 't6"dccept “the - obligation o ‘support -the ‘Parishi:materially;. to~fulfil Christian
obligations (regularly attend Divine Services, go to confession and:receive ‘Holy Communion
at least once .a year) and to partrcrpat' tin thé ecclesnastlcal parish: life - Mmors are sponsored

< i by their parents of: guardlans AN o e - i
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11. Admission of new members is decided by a Meetlng of the Parish: Councrl {in‘concurrance with
the Parish Priest. The names of the new parish members and the names of the members of
their. families shall be entered by the Parish:Council in the Register of the Parish Members.
Members of the Pansh are those farthful whose names are listed in the Regrster of the Pansh
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12, Pansh members shall«pay annual membershlp fees and may: vote at any: Pansh Meetlng and
stand for election to any parish office provided they are not in arrears with_the- parish
membership fees (i.e. are fully paid up). The amount of the membership fees and the due
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

date are determined by the Parish General Meeting. Minors up to 18 years of age pay no
membership fees.

Every Parish Member has the right to leave the Parish by submitting to the Parish Council a
written declaration to that effect.

Persons who have resigned their parish membership voluntarily or who were expelled from
the Parish shall forfeit all rights and privileges of parish membership and all rights to any
parish property. They shall have no right whatsoever for the refund of any moneys paid by
them as membership fees or any donations.

A Parish Member who has been found guilty by the Parish Council of a violation of this
Constitution, or of failing to meet the obligations of an orthodox Christian, or of causing by his
actions harm to the Parish and the Church may be expelled from Parish Membership by the
resolution of the Parish Council.

A resolution to expel a Parish Member must be confirmed by the General Parish Meeting. The
expelled Parish member has the right to attend Divine Services, to perform religious rites and
to receive Holy Sacraments. The expelled member shall have the right of appeal to the
Governing Bishop and the Governing Authorities of the Diocese, whose decision shall be final.

Any Parish Member whose membership fees are in arrears for more than two years shall
automatically forfeit his membership. On payment of all outstanding membership fees the
member’s rights are restored by the resolution of the Parish Council.

4. GENERAL PARISH MEETING

The General Meeting of the financial Parish Members is the highest governing body of the
Parish.

General Meeting may be:
a. Annual General Parish Meeting; and
b. Extraordinary General Parish Meeting

The Annual General Parish Meeting shall be held once a year not later than three months
after the end of the financial year of the Parish. One half or more of all financial Parish
Members shall constitute a quorum at any Parish Meeting. If there is no quorum at the
appointed time the Meeting shall be adjourned for one hour after which time those financial
Parish Members who are present at the Meeting shall constitute a quorum and the Meeting
shall have the authority to deal with all matters other than those covered by paragraphs 9 and
102.

The Annual General Parish Meeting shall be convened by the Parish Council with the
concurrence of the Parish Priest. The Parish Council shall notify the Parish Members of the
venue, date, time, and the agenda of the General Parish Meeting at least thirty (30) days in
advance. All financial Parish Members shall be notified personally in writing. It is desirable to
announce the date, time, and venue of the General Parish Meeting in Ukrainian press.

The Annual General Parish Meeting shall be declared open by the Parish Priest or, on his
directive, by the Chairman of the Parish Council or other member of the Parish Council. In
special cases the Parish Meeting may be declared open by a representative of the Governing
Bishop or of the Governing Authorities of the Diocese.
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23. The-Annual:General Parish Meeting;shall.commence and-conclude with;a prayer:recited by a
priest or, in the absence of a priest, by a person declaring the Meeting open or:the-chair
person of the Meetrng
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24. The General Parish Meeting elects a Presrdrum to preside;over:the:Meeting;: compnsrng a
chair person and two minute secretaries. The Parish Priest shall be the Honorary Charrman of

«.: the.Parish Meeting-The minutes:of the Pansh ‘Meeting, arerrecorded in Ukrarman R
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25.:The General Parish Meéting: shall: carrywall resolutrons by:a srmple majority. of votes in;a show
of hands or a secret ballot. Each financial ParishsMemberhas one.vote:Proxy votes:are. not

allowed.
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26 .The _Parish: Meetmg shall be: conducted ian ‘accordance‘swrth cthe-: acceptedrpractlce in the
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27. Members of the Presidium of a Parish Meeting may take part in the deliberations and are
o0 i entitled to vote.iln'thezeventiof a" deadlock where: votmg |s«equal :the Chair:Person;shall:havesa
- second’ ogcastrng voters ol boaite ot ool on sert sadisam naheg rm AND
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28.:Only the fi nancral Parish Members :shall :have: theﬂnghtrrto sattend; arGeneral=Pansh;;Meet|ng
Other persons may attend a General Parish Meeting with the approval of a simple majority of
-~ izthe=present financial‘Parish>Members..Any-such persons-admitted to..the: Meeting mayAtake
= partinithe: dehberatlons’of the: Meetlngz but he or she shall:have:no.votesriat i vsen
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29. The Annual General Parish Meetlng shall:
a. receive, discuss, and-confifm; (or’approve) theireports of the Parish Council and the
committees (if any committees are functioning within the Parish) for the past financial
& ooyyear ( Of the,Pansh Wi ,M St 2 crodmeld r LSS Isaee 30100 e el ions s on ;*
b. discuss and resolve all rmportant parish matters; i
c. elect when necessary the candidate of the Parish Priest or a candidate for pnesthood
d. elect the Parish Council, the Supervisory Board, the church. warden,:anqzthe..depgty
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church warden; wr et 3 delve T igencs nuses. ¢
e. elect committees as required; e ~,;; m‘,thﬁ s et 1 j e
f. discuss and approve the annual pansh budget;
“r rg w~determine;the-amount of annual:membershipfees...i +uisv, {nenad: buras oi¥ 03
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30 The AnnuaLtGeneraI ‘Parish;:Meeting’ mayr consider;. matters .which:were not- rncluded;m the
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- ,agenda but:have arisen: m:the course of.the: Meetrng andrrequrre( resolutro_n by\r.the Meetrng.
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3. AII resolutlons carnedxby a. General Pensh Meeting shall bejread back and: recorded -in: Al
minutes of the meeting before the conclusion of the meetrng ;
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32. Awreport on.theAnnual.General-Parish, Meeting: and-the:minutes of the;Meetlng signed:.by; ¢
<3¢ the chair.person.and.the secretaries:of the Presrdlum,.and the Pansh Rriest shall.be submitted
- to:the.Governing:Authorities, of the: lroceseunotalater than: four weeks: after the Meetrng Af the
Governmg 'Authontres of.:the,: lrocese“refuse ‘on: certain grounds,,t conf rm cthemgeneral
Meeting; then :a, second General Rarish Meeting: shall: bg vcgnvened to. Lc,,onsrder and .remove
the grounds for refusal of confirmation of the precedrng General Parish Meeting.
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33. The~Extraordrnary General Pansh .Meeting sha|| berconvened when the need anses. ;5. ;
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34. The Extraordmary General Pansh Meetmg shaII be convened rn any: of the followungwf
circumstances : '
a. when so resolved by the Parish Council;

b. when required by the Parish Priest;
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

c. when required by the Supervisory Board;

d. when directed by the Governing Bishop or by the Governing Authorities of the Diocese;
and

e. when requested in writing by not less than two thirds of all financial Parish Members.

The Extraordinary General Parish Meeting shall be convened and conducted in the same
manner as the Annual General Parish Meeting. The Extraordinary General Parish Meeting
may deal only with matters for which it was convened.

The minutes of the Extraordinary General Parish Meeting shall be submitted to the Governing
Authorities of the Diocese for information and confirmation.

5. PARISH PRIEST AND CLERGY

The office of the Parish Priest may be held only by a priest of the Ukrainian Autocephalic
Orthodox Church appointed by the Governing Bishop on the recommendation of the Diocesan
Council with the concurrence of the Parish Council. The Parish may recommend, through the
Parish Council, a candidate for the Parish Priest, however, the final decision in this matter
rests with the Governing Bishop in concurrence with the Diocesan Council.

The Parish Priest shall be the Honorary Chairman of the Parish Council and the first
counsellor of the Parish in all ecclesiastical matters, and as such he participates in all
meetings of the Parish Council and General Parish Meetings. If it is the wish of the General
Parish Meeting, the Parish Priest may be elected the Chairman of the Parish Council.

In matters of canons and his pastoral duties the Parish Priest shall be subordinate to the
Governing Bishop and the Diocesan Council and shall submit to them report on his work.

The duties of the Parish Priest shall include:

a. to celebrate regularly the Divine Services and to administer the Holy Sacraments to the
faithful in accordance with the Dogmas, Canons, rites, and traditions of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church;

b. to enlighten, counsel, comfort, and visit members of the Parish;

c. to oversee all cultural and educational activities within the Parish and the upbringing of
the young people on the basis of Christian morality;

d. to maintain the Parish Register of Births, Marriages, and Deaths of the Parish
Members, and the Parish Chronicle;

e. todirect the work of the Parish clergy and of the church assistants;

to maintain a register of confessants; and
to represent the Parish before the ecclesiastical and civil authorities.

«Q ™

Any disagreements between the Parish Priest and the Parish Council or the Parish Members,
which cannot be resolved within the Parish, shall be referred for a decision to the Governing
Bishop or the Governing Authorities of the Diocese. Their decision in the matters in dispute
shall be binding on both parties involved in the disagreement. An appeal against such
decisions may be made to the Diocesan Synod whose decisions shall be final.

The responsibilities of the Parish Members towards the Parish Priest are as follows :
a. to defer to him as their spiritual pastor and counsellor; and
b. to assist him in performance of his pastoral duties.

6. PARISH COUNCIL

The executive body of the Parish shall be the Parish Council elected from the Parish Members
by the General Parish Meeting. Every person elected to the Parish Council must be aware of
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and conscientiously carry out their duties, bé known.for- their dedicated work within the
- <Ukrainian<Autocephalic Orthodox:Church; be devout-and.:moral,-be-a:regular; participant of

Divine Servuces have unblemlshed reputatlon and enjoy the respect and trust; of the Parish

Members “H e B EHE A S I B R TR N P S A SO LA

43. The:Parish -Council ‘shall- consrst of. mne members (male and female) -and. two reserve
> rmembers as follows 1oyt o vy Pz

a. Chairman P S e L e s e R e L ST

b. Deputy Chairman
T g Secretary. i 0 S T Ca et
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d. Treasurer
e. Property Manager
f.  Public Officer VP G TR T,
g. Two Members and two reserve members
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The General Parish Meetmg separately elects the Chairman:of the Rarish,. Councﬂ and- then
" .the remaining;;eight:Members:of the Pansh -Council and two reserve, members Th,ewghurch
;-Warden and::Deputy: Church-Warden also are- elected Jseparately The Church Warden is a
Member of the Parish,Councilwith full voting fights: e o cor <51 v rope vl om0 ooy

44: Tofacilitate>the, co-operation;and co-ordination. of-activities: of the, Parish-chair:persons:of the

¢ +Brotherhood~and Srsterhood shall be ex-oﬁ' cio:members of the Parish Coungil with fuIIrvotlng
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45 The Pansh Councul shall be elected for the term of one to three years dependmg on local
condrtronsuThe termrof offi ce‘ ofs, the Churcherarden -the, Deputy Church: Warden and the

247

46. Members of the Pansh Council or of the Superwsory Board must.not be: closely related.;, -
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47+ Thé_ first meetmgwofi:theoPansh :Council followmg the General Pansh Meet g, shall assign
duties to all members of the Parish Council. The duties of Membersr of: the Pansh Council are
defined by regulations; approved by the Diocesan;Council;:In the event. of a-vacancy on the
~Parish-Council-due.to-a resignation. or.a.temporary: absence iliness or dlsmlssal of a Member
" of the Parish Council, that vacancyis fi lled temporanly,-or<permanently by.the, f rst and then the
-second reserve-member. o i td s L v

48. Members of the.Parish.Council .or:the, Church. W arden‘* who fa|I 1o perform \thelr duties or
misuse their authority, having been found: guultyr of the.charges,:may.be relieved of thelr duties
and dismissed::from :the. .Parish :Council-‘by-, a resolution_.of - the Pansh Councﬂ or the
Supervisory Board before the expiry of their term of office. Persons relieved of their duties or

2 »tdlsmlssed from:the Parish’ Council have the right of appeal:to.the General Parish.Meeting, the
. - Governing:Bishop. or-the Diocesan Coungil. Changes in the membership « of the Pansh Councﬂ

=require confirmation: by the Diocesan Coungcil. .. : s
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49. The Parish Councilishall: manage all: admlmstratrve economlc,fﬁnancral and otherfaﬁarrs of
the Parish, except those affairs Wthh are the responsrblhty of the Pansh Priest.
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50. The Parish Councrl has the: nght to purchase to: bulld ;foalter, gto mamtam, fo. preserve and to
lease the real estate of the Parish. It. shall. take care; of all: means ;necessary for normal
 development of the Parish.
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51. The Parish Council has the right to appolnt commlttees for various purposes Such
commrttees are respon3|ble to the Pansh Councu and act in accordance with its. dlrectrves and
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

guidelines. The Parish Council has the right to disband such committees after they have
achieved the objectives for which they were appointed.

The Parish Council shall manage, either directly or through its committees, cultural, and
educational activities of the Parish. These activities of the Parish, particularly amongst the
children and young people, shall be conducted under the supervision of the Parish Priest.

The Parish Council shall conduct charitable work through its committees and in co-operation
with the Brotherhood and Sisterhood, assist needy members of the Parish and other needy
persons who may apply for assistance.

The Parish Council shall manage the financial affairs of the Parish in accordance with the
Constitution, the resolutions of the Parish Meetings, and the approved budget.

The Parish Council shall maintain the register of the Parish Members, all Parish books,
accounts, and files, except those kept by the Parish Priest. All internal administration and
correspondence of the Parish with the Governing Authorities of the Diocese and with
Ukrainian organisations is conducted in Ukrainian on letterhead paper bearing the name and
the address of the Parish in Ukrainian and in English. All correspondence with civil and
government authorities is conducted in English.

The Parish Council shall supply everything necessary for the celebration of the Divine
Services, shall care for the adornment of the church premises, and shall render all-round
assistance to the Parish Priest in carrying out the duties of his office.

The Parish Council in not authorised to interfere with the directives of the Parish Priest
concerning his ecclesiastical, pastoral or teaching duties. In such matters the Parish Priest
may be directed by the Governing Bishop or the Diocesan Council. With the concurrence of
the Parish Council the Parish Priest may be assigned by the Diocesan Council to perform
pastoral duties in another place.

All parish documents (contracts, titles) shall be lodged for safe-keeping with the bank of the
parish. Photo-copies of such documents shall be kept by the secretary of the Parish Council.

The meetings of the Parish Council shall be held when required, but at least once a month, to
resolve all current affairs. Half the members of the Parish Council, if including the Chairman or
his deputy, present at the meeting shall constitute the quorum.

Every member of the Parish Council shall be notified in writing by the secretary of the date,
time and venue of the meeting of the Parish Council at least ten (10) days in advance, unless
the Parish Council introduces an alternative notification procedure. The meeting shall receive
reports from the Chairman, the secretary, and the treasurer. Other members of the Council
report as required. Minutes of the preceding meeting of the Parish Council shall be read and
confirmed.

Meetings of the Parish Council are declared open and are presided by the Chairman or, in his
absence, by the Deputy Chairman. In exceptional cases a Parish Council meeting may be
convened on the instruction of the Governing Bishop or the Governing Authorities of the
Diocese. All resolutions of the Parish Council are carried by a simple majority vote of the
present members. In the event of a tied vote the person chairing the meeting shall have a
casting vote.

if the Parish Priest did not attend a meeting of the Parish Council, it is the duty of the
Chairman to inform the Parish Priest of the resolutions carried at the meeting. The secretary
shall provide the Parish Priest with a copy of the minutes of the meeting.
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63 A member of the Pansh Councnl shall forfelt the: rnights of-a.Coungil member |f he or. she
a. has failed to attend three consecutive meetings of the Council without a valid excuse;
£« b.. has-been suspended by.the Parish-Councilin the:membership ‘of the. Pansh
v¢.x-has'resigned.from. the office; and vz =-aT 5 = 0 P oneeive s o s e
d.. ‘has been:unable-to carry out the-duties of the.office because-of.an: extended ||Iness or
for any other reason.
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642 Any-member of the Pansh Councrl is: elrglblegfor election o anyPansh CouncrI ofﬁce for the
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65. The Parish"Council shall.fegularly contribute to:thestreasury:of the Consistory -of the Diocese
the Parish church dues:as:determined:by:the rDiocesan '‘Synod; iand- meet. other.financial
oblrgattons determrned by the Drocesan Council.
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66.. TheParish’ Councﬂ shaII submit- every ryear:to. ther;l ocesan Councﬂ an; annual report on the

i status: ofcthe Pansh and its:activities:. i S

’ ﬁ%“ S GBI W BLEILO e 0F

B ra;'v"iw g R ey Yo P !SUPERVISGRY“BO‘ARDﬁ e g ,

sl R o BOBLGNOT 2 A TR I T

67 The Supervnsory Board is the supervisory body of the Parish whtch functrons in the penod

I between ‘Géneéral Pansh*‘Meetrngs The*Supeivisory-Board shall’consist of:-three:members and

twosreserve méembers elécted by the‘General:Parish: Meeting’:for:asterm':from,one:to‘three

years. The Chairman of:the :Supeivisory-Board :shallibe-elected separately::Members:of the
Pansh Councul are not eligible for election to the Supervrsory Board and vrce versa.
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68" ThefSupervrsoryx Board 'shalli carry-out, an'examinatic "uof:,'allaf nanelal *affarrs oﬁ the Pansh at

L - lgast oncé ayear, notlater than:iwo weeks beforeuthe;,date:;of:’t'ﬁe‘fGeneral Parish:Meeting. In

“MOTgpecial cases-the Supervisory Board: may:carry-out ancexaminationof the affairs:of:the-Parish
on request of : 2231 voihunis g oadut oo

- a.the Governing Bishop,
bR *The Governlng Authiorities of the: Droces
i@ theParishiPriesty or« © % yef bl o7 'r e
d. the Pansh Councrl
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9: ©"THe Stpervisory’ Board”shall
a. verify adherence of thie-Parish:Councikto:thesbudget: determrned iby.the General:Parish
Meeting;
’ii‘;b"; 'f’ia‘Udit"'th’e’ ‘cas‘h‘ bdok“‘th’eia‘c'c"ouﬁts‘ "an’d the’income"and“expénditure‘xre‘oordS' ‘ Lo
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SR *d'* ¢ audrtteconomro récords and files of' the pansh )es :
£ 2R Haudit'thé registerof the parishimembers;iand g = 2 20

f. audit the inventory records and check the condltuon of the pansh‘ oroperty ' AR

70 ‘The Supervrsory"Board shall maintain. general supervnsron :of the work of the- Parish:Council. -
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73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

The Supervisory Board has the right, when the need arises, in the interests of the Parish or
the Church as a whole, to suspend individual members of the Parish Council, if they
consciously neglect their duties assigned to them by the Parish Council, or if they act contrary
to the resolutions of the General Parish Meeting or of the Parish Council, and disobey
directives of the Diocesan Council.

If the Supervisory Board suspends more than one third of all members of the Parish Council,
an Extraordinary General Parish Meeting shall be convened to endorse the suspensions by
the Supervisory Board and to elect a new Parish Council.

8. CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

A church organisation may operate within the Parish provided its Rules or Constitution has
been verified and endorsed by the Parish Priest and the Parish Council, and confirmed by the
Governing Bishop.

The Parish Council shall support church organisations which assist the Parish to achieve its
objectives.

The primary organisations of the Parish shall be the Brotherhood and Sisterhood, the national
and cultural societies, and the youth organisation.

All income of parish organisations shall be used in the first instance to meet the needs of the
Church, the Parish and for charitable objectives.

Representation of the Parish externally and all fund raising activities shall be conducted by
parish organisations only with the approval of the Parish Priest and the Parish Council.

In the event of dissolution of a parish organisation all its property, funds, and all records and
fles shall be handed over to the Parish Council.

9. REGISTRATION OF THE REAL ESTATE OF THE PARISH

All real estate of the Parish, the church, buildings, land and other assets are the property of
the Parish and shall be legally registered in the name of the Parish, if the Parish has been
incorporated under Associations Incorporation Act or other appropriate Act, according to the
laws of the State, or in the name of the Trustees of the Parish.

If required, Parish Trustees, five in number, shall be elected by the General Parish Meeting for
the term of five years. The rights and responsibilities of the Trustees shall be defined and
legally formalised by a Deed of Trust.

The property of the Parish shall remain registered in the name of the Trustees until the
Trustees have been relieved of their duties and responsibilities by the General Parish Meeting.
The Trustees act in accordance with the directives of the General Parish Meeting and the
Parish Council. -

The General Parish Meeting may replace any Trustee during the five year term of office,
however, the grounds for any such replacement must be stated.

The Parish Council, and not the Trustees, shall be the master of the parish assets, and it shall
be responsible to the Parish Members for the proper management of the parish assets:
payment of due rates and taxes, maintenance of buildings, renewal of insurance policies, sale
or leasing of parish premises and other management activities.
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96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

The Parish Council shall produce an annual financial report with appropriate clarification of
individual paragraphs, and shall table the report at the General Parish Meeting. The financial
report shall be signed by the Chairman or Deputy Chairman and the Treasurer of the Parish
Council.

12. PARISH SEALS

The Parish Seal shall be of circular shape and inscribed around the periphery with the name
of the Parish and Diocese in Ukrainian and in English. The Seal of the Parish Priest shall be of
circular shape with the outline of the cross in the middle and inscribed around the periphery
with the name of the Parish and Diocese in Ukrainian and in English.

The Parish Seal shall be kept in the custody of the Chairman of the Parish Council. The Seal
of the Parish Priest shall be kept in the custody of the Parish Priest for application to official
documents issued by him in his ecclesiastic capacity, namely the Certificate of Baptism,
Marriage Certificate, official extracts from the Parish register, and to pastoral references
issued and signed by the Parish Priest. The Parish Seal may be applied to internal or external
documents signed by the Parish Priest or by the Chairman and the Secretary of the Parish
Council.

A rubber stamp bearing the name and the address of the Parish shall be used for
authentication of tickets for parish functions and internal fund raising activities.

13. ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION

If an amendment of the Parish Constitution is required, the Parish Council shall submit the
proposed amendment with the supporting argumentation for consideration of the Diocesan
Council. The Diocesan Council submits the proposed amendment or alteration with its
comments for consideration and approval by the next scheduled or an Extraordinary Diocesan
Synod.

Changes and alterations to the Constitution come into force on their approval by the
Diocesan Synod.

14. DISSOLUTION OF THE PARISH

Dissolution or liquidation of the Parish as an organisation may take place on the basis of a
resolution of the General Parish Meeting adopted with the majority of not less than three
quarters of the financial Parish Members present at the meeting with the required quorum
being three quarters of all financial Parish Members. Such resolution comes into force after its
confirmation by the Governing Bishop of the Diocese. The Parish may be dissolved by a state
court order.

In the case of dissolution or liquidation of the Parish its assets after settlement of all
outstanding debts and financial obligations must not be distributed among Parish Members or
a group of Parish Members. All assets shall be placed at the disposal of the Diocesan Council
after the resolution of the General Parish Meeting concerning the dissolution or liquidation of
the Parish.

The church property of the Parish must not be handed over for any other objective, it shall be
transferred into possession of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church.

This Constitution was adopted and approved by the delegates of the
14th Diocesan Synod on 26 - 27 September 1997 in the year of our Lord.
(translation from the Ukainian language Constitution)
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