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CONSTITUTION

of the Parish of the INTERCESSION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN
of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church

in Strathfield West, New South Wales

INTERPRETATION

In this Constitution, unless specifically stated to the contrary, the following words and expressions 
shall have the respective meanings hereinafter assigned to them, that is to say :

a. "The Church" shall mean the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church, abbreviated UAOC;

b. "The Diocese" shall mean the Diocese of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in 
Australia and New Zealand (abbreviated UAOC);

c. "The Governing Bishop" shall mean the Governing Bishop of the Ukrainian Autocephalic 
Orthodox Church in Australia and New Zealand;

d. "The Consistory" shall mean the executive body of the Diocesan Council of the Diocese of 
the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in Australia and New Zealand;

e. "The Governing Authorities of the Diocese" shall mean the Consistory, the Diocesan 
Council and the Diocesan Synod of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in 
Australia and New Zealand;

f. "The Parish" shall mean the Parish of the Intercession of the Holy Virgin of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalic Orthodox Church in Australia, Sydney, New South Wales;

g. "The Brotherhood and Sisterhood" shall mean a church organisation of parishioners which 
functions under the supervision ofthe Parish Priest.

INTRODUCTION

The faithful united in the Parish for the glory of the Holy Consubstantial and indivisible Trinity with 
the blessing of The Lord adopt this CONSTITUTION for the purpose of:

a. study of the Holy Scriptures and the Commandments of Jesus Christ;
b. study, preservation and practising of the traditions and customs of the Holy Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church;
c. endeavouring to adopt the spiritual and moral guidance of the teachings of Christ and 

Christian morals;
d. joint confession and dissemination ofthe faith; and
e. carrying out religious educational and charitable functions in conformity with any laws 

existing in Australia regarding religious denominations and to administer the parishes 
property and assests.

1. NAME

1. This Parish shall be known to Church and civil authorities under the name of "The Parish of 
the Intercession of the Holy Virgin of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church in Sydney, 
New South Wales" Short title: The Parish of the Intercession of the Holy Virgin UAOC in 
Sydney.
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2. The Parish shall function in the metropolitan areaof Sydney in the State of New South Wales.

_..'.„ ..., 2. GENERAL REGULATIONS, ,.
3. The Parish is a cbrM&enf ^ Zealand1'Diocese ofthe Ukrainian 

Autocephalic Orthodox Church? This jurisdictioriar status arid^the complete ecclesiastical and 
religious subordination may not be altered without the consent in writing ofthe Governing 
Bishop and of the Governing Authorities of trie Diocese.1

4. r Irf all religidus Wnd^ecblesiastigil riiatters theParish^is subordinate tovthei.Goveming Bishop of
the Diocese. Infec6ndrTiic^rr.att"ersvahdfmatters^bf- interrialSadministrationMthe Parish, ."Whilst 
observing all requirements of the Diocesan Constitution, has the right of independent action 

7-:'sirtibj-^:fb^hisiCdhstit-.tibliP^'-':'7' -—./i^r. ',.;*■■■ r •:,'..£..;:'.' -.w ns ?.>.-.. :■:--•:. ' he .7? -> 7' ?■

5.! ;The Parish Priest-is the eecle'siasticalguarrJian aifd^uhsellor of the Parish- - ''\ % .-"<" .o
.f-UOAf; i >i-!iF-'r''.'.-i'iviti_;'■ l...*7^7 rt'Wlw.-: "';'■■■ ,iw."%

6. For the purpose of administration the Parish shall elect at the General Meeting of the Parish 
1 Members a' Parish' GbuhciP«whichl'shall adsjrii accordance with this/Constitution and the

directives of the Diocesan Council. 7f*p-: ^ ?'&-«' ««is js;.r .*u--^ i« .o.. -7f> .-G-.-or.^O

7. -The Parish^sH^IPmaintain th§PansWChufch and
with the ecclesiastical'orthodox fite"and UkrairiiartUraditio'ftsi'sh'all'maintain the. Parish Clergy 
(Priest and Deacon), the psalmodist, the precentor-conductor, and assist them in the 
performanc^'df their"a.5sigr1ed,recelesia-5-ifc--l 'duties;-shall? maintain the*chard? choir, parish 
school; ':shair'?end#rassi^ari'ce'H6''the';-nee'cly in the first -place" its oWnfemerribers; arrange 
lectures and presentations on religious topics, and also concerts of ecclesiastical music.

87s"-The Holy1 ;(Oftliib-lbx,rChu'rch7lof!1HS^Farish%hall b'erff.5edrfor4he: pufpose-.of^oinFprayers, 
performance of religious^'rites",aricl for the preaching of the Word of Godwin accordance with 
the rules of the Holy Apostolic Orthodox Church. It may not be used for any other non-

" •5!,'%ccles1a^ic^l-piirpbse.i7':-"^^ "'.*•.<; « ■ ;;. ■• r; ^k- v.wr t.cJ >>p.-i o;v: - ■ t-7 c-»;. h

9. The Parish Church may not be sold, transferred to another church institution, closed down, or 
designated for demolition, except withtthe permisisibn of not less than three quarters of the 
total number of the financial members of the Parish and the permission of the Governing 

■X:\~j Bishop in office atthattime arid the-Goveming Authoritieslofcthe7Diocese. ?51 7; y 7y'., -•■ i<..
'«.. i~i■>?:. ■ ■ £a7 .* i/7 ■ a 7 ■■ ^y'Oj' .j,!*^vOtr '- • -jj .:■'}";" x, or •»«*■> •■• ̂,.• 

3. MEMBERSHIP 
,.* --fa -'..:«;;: 7« j* ';-..»iifr'fe :,;.>:7 'a1i ,';•«:-.; ^i.^:-./. v i: - o; tn ■„?.rM a 

i0. Air-brthodox1 Ukrainians^-18ryea^bf' age or^older,"may become members of the Parish 
provided they declare in writing their wish to become parish members, td abide:by)the Parish 
Cbristitutio'n77tb-'rtaccept'!the obligation' to 'support the Parish*?materially,, to'fulfil Christian 
obligations (regularly attend Divine Services, go to confession and receive Holy Communion 
at least once a year), and to participate in the ecclesiastical parish life. Minors are sponsored 

: v*r'by their parentso?guardiari§7!l;- '"J^'t.to •,■«■.* Lw'*. uut ■■,jr^v^. ?■,:_' o, ../>;,: . .c 

^ '.£:"■-' ■'. %'" ■ ii.i,te!'i!"*"rf'Oj c- ->f.;. -.-Jfccn •,..,,.a<.!-;t>' ^...oir^i..'.* ^unvC' <o...:.";.:.,:.-. ... iV^x*
11. Admission of new members is decided by a Meeting ofthe Parish Council-inconcurrance with 

the Parish Priest. The names of the new parish members and the names of the members of 
their families shall be entered by the Parish* Cduncil in the Register of the Parish Members. 
Members of the Parish are those faithful whose names are listed in the Register of the Parish 
Members." -vr,,-?.- .■-.' -'.■■'■" -,'.■■: ■- : "■ '• : u, -. <..■■" ■-" ■•a^aa •*. . 

■■■ ■■ ■ ■■-.' -■- .«-,.-",

12. Parish" meriibefs shalhpayannual membership-fees and may. vote at any; Parish Meeting and 
stand for election to any parish office provided they are not in arrears with the' parish 
membership fees (i.e. are fully paid up). The amount of the membership fees and the due
■ - Page 2 of 11
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date are determined by the Parish General Meeting. Minors up to 18 years of age pay no 
membership fees.

13. Every Parish Member has the right to leave the Parish by submitting to the Parish Council a 
written declaration to that effect.

14. Persons who have resigned their parish membership voluntarily or who were expelled from 
the Parish shall forfeit all rights and privileges of parish membership and all rights to any 
parish property. They shall have no right whatsoever for the refund of any moneys paid by 
them as membership fees or any donations.

15. A Parish Member who has been found guilty by the Parish Coundl of a violation of this 
Constitution, or of failing to meet the obligations of an orthodox Christian, or of causing by his 
adions harm to the Parish and the Church may be expelled from Parish Membership by the 
resolution of the Parish Council.

16. A resolution to expel a Parish Member must be confirmed by the General Parish Meeting. The 
expelled Parish member has the right to attend Divine Services, to perform religious rites and 
to receive Holy Sacraments. The expelled member shall have the right of appeal to the 
Governing Bishop and the Governing Authorities of the Diocese, whose decision shall be final.

17. Any Parish Member whose membership fees are in arrears for more than two years shall 
automatically forfeit his membership. On payment of all outstanding membership fees the 
member's rights are restored by the resolution of the Parish Council.

4. GENERAL PARISH MEETING

18. The General Meeting ofthe financial Parish Members is the highest governing body ofthe 
Parish.

19. General Meeting may be:
a. Annual General Parish Meeting; and
b. Extraordinary General Parish Meeting

20. The Annual General Parish Meeting shall be held once a year not later than three months 
after the end of the financial year of the Parish. One half or more of all financial Parish 
Members shall constitute a quorum at any Parish Meeting. If there is no quorum at the 
appointed time the Meeting shall be adjourned for one hour after which time those financial 
Parish Members who are present at the Meeting shall constitute a quorum and the Meeting 
shall have the authority to deal with all matters other than those covered by paragraphs 9 and 
102.

21. The Annual General Parish Meeting shall be convened by the Parish Coundl with the 
concurrence of the Parish Priest. The Parish Council shall notify the Parish Members of the 
venue, date, time, and the agenda of the General Parish Meeting at least thirty (30) days in 
advance. All financial Parish Members shall be notified personally in writing. It is desirable to 
announce the date, time, and venue ofthe General Parish Meeting in Ukrainian press.

22. The Annual General Parish Meeting shall be declared open by the Parish Priest or, on his 
diredive, by the Chairman of the Parish Coundl or other member of the Parish Council. In 
special cases the Parish Meeting may be declared open by a representative of the Governing 
Bishop or of the Governing Authorities of the Diocese.
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23. The Annual-General Parish Meeting.;shalLcommence andrconelude with a prayer-recited^by a 
priest or, in the absence of a priest, by a person dedaring the Meeting open onthe.chair 
person of the Meeting.

■s '.'A-r."..jl ■.-......p-* 

. 

■■■'■ r i 
"ffv-.i.- 

■ •■.: "'-•.■.. "•;:'- 
-..>., t 

; .,-<p.-- -?.if ;-\.,., 't,"<nt " .',' '\ac'. 
.->. 

■■'■'. 

,

24. The General Parish Meeting eleds a Presidium to preside.dver.the?Meeting? comprising a 
chair person and two minute secretaries. The Parish Priest shall be the Honorary Chairman of

•:.. theParish Meeting..The minutes.of the Parish Meeting, areirecorded'in Ukrainian/ »? 
.

25. The General Parish Meeting.shall carty alkresolutipns; by^a simple;majority,of. votes in?a show 
of hands or a secret ballot. Each financial Parish-Membervhas one vote.Eroxy votes.are,.not 
allowed.

:.,."'• *o fX-y.-tk'-M 
. a. .aak^-"- c^acH 9..J v;' "i'li'fc, '.f.:'",' r-.o-<! 

«.•■;.. Of;\v ^ci! ^..-.V :•:•.*'■.'"''. •• ,-:?"

26. The.Perish* Meeting? shall be.conduded cincaccordanee.fwithtth.e: accepted rpradice in the 
'■: ' cdndud-of meetings*1, .y ■l,,;+ osf'eqxa ■./:' .;.-.;.. !^<;uC) -.ii b<.i_> *>:.€si irf :/ <r'.r»r. *-.p ■->&

27. Members of the Presidium of a Parish Meeting may take part in the deliberations and are 
'* *i entitled tdvote.inta^
•?' second ^casting .voter*.1 --%*■: >v?.:£ t-'«^iu fr.,.;/^ r*- yr'igi' sr.' ::©rs \s-;i.""-*rn r.^i'.r-'^ Im^-smsi 
•.■•<- j/ .s^'ia >i :>7 -H: aivsr! i-C'i*1 i_x<'T.$fn bs..sqxs. s-?jT .nlstefw..-:>-•- ..oH avisos':1 ,/i
28. Only the financial Parish Membe"rs;shalL'havedhe\rightflto.'attendi afGeneraliParishsMe.'eting. 

Other persons may attend a General Parish Meeting with the approval of a simple majority of
!'~ iFthe•present ,fina7ndalrParish?,Members./Anyrsuch-persons admitted to ?the Meeting mayi.take 
• part inthedeliberatjpnsfoftthe':Meeting^buthe;orisheshall;haveno:vdte.9!;ot 7,a.;<H".^uc

flonuiO ■■'.,;"i.wct ofltlc 'a .H.-x-es'i %■>$ v^ bwr-o^'^ s*g ^rig.. a'"._»> .^.i :r.
29. The Annual General Parish Meeting shall:

a. receive, discuss, anft^nfjnft] (Pi?a*pprpYe)v thejre.pprts of the Parish Council and the 
committees (if any committees are fundioning within the Parish) for the past financial

- '..- ^yeaf pf;the>Parish;p».r..fi an* si :• iy«jf«.gav. r...r-s-. ^fc...?".! *;7t\j. qr.? ,k?j y-ioncO c-s •; .ah

b. discuss and resolve all important parish matters; .^h^
c. eled when necessary the candidate of the Parish Priest or a candidate for priesthood;
d. eled the Parish Council, the Supervisory Board, the chujch.,ward.en^andsthe/:deputy 

church warden; c:.®. ^1-- .sn\. da!r:T isnr.no.fj fcurr,-'. fe. eled committees as required; ■yFti-jtiA .fe.ieTi k.sfi&--"5 ,;:s'*j7i;>sf *3 .c:
f. discuss and approve the annual parish budget;

t i• Y!g;>rtdetermine^theamount of annual;r^embeiiship|ee§,v^ iy;^s, !,^s..@<D feuo.ia, <_...T ,02 
Ai. ■■: ■• ;e7r:?pi- "rc te _.*c-T? ":c ; j» -'>pXj 7«-vsc' est; ..:> ,.;.-:< -$i.>».F.i.i» oH« *o o;,s i?..* itiK; 
30: The AnnuabGeneral ;ParishjfMeetjng .mayi rt^nsiderf.m^ej^^rtWhjchj^eFe npt-incl}jd§d,;i,n the 
..-^>,<agenda..but-7haVe;:ansen*jn^

sir1:!?. >( ■..'f1, 7r*;. uasvtxa} h ■&■■*$■*'<■a'*.^ feul l^tl^h ■-?,-.: Jj, tf.ec^lr; S'S O'i^ 31^»:: .19!^ tisnij.^
3i1. All resolutions-carried<bya,Generai Parish Meeting shall;bej readbaek and^recorded in the

minutes of the meeting before the conclusion of the meeting. cr \

32. AfrepprtpnLthevAnnuaJiGeneralcParis.hKMeeting.and^ ,-c; 

■; fi* the.chair;persPh.arid-the secretaries,'pfttie Presidium,;and the Parish: Priest.shali.be,submittewl 

o> : tojthfe,Goveming:Authorities:pf the-Dipcesejnot^
: : Governing Authorities ofrthe^Diocese^

Meeting,(then a, second General-Parish tMeeting;:shaJI;>.%v-rt®nyenje,d;tp.<c^^ 
the grounds for refusal of confirmation ofthe preceding General Parish Meeting.

33. The>Extraordinary GeneraliParish;Meeting shall be.cpnyened.whentherneed arises.,v3. ::>

- .:■. ;.,'■ 7 '-„, 7' - ■''■'■" -'•■•* ;.' , :' C'V- o,:1" ,.-*-j :?U ," .; 2 '..'.i^. 's';:;"•'^, er. »«fv-j ;■-*'?.-'
34. The Extraordinary General Parish Me.etjng;;sh.aljtb.e&pnye^ 

circumstances:
a. when so resolved by the Parish Council;
b. when required by the Parish Priest;

, 
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c. when required by the Supervisory Board;
d. when direded by the Governing Bishop or by the Governing Authorities of the Diocese; 

and
e. when requested in writing by not less than two thirds of all financial Parish Members.

The Extraordinary General Parish Meeting shall be convened and conduded in the same 
manner as the Annual General Parish Meeting. The Extraordinary General Parish Meeting 
may deal only with matters for which it was convened.

35. The minutes of the Extraordinary General Parish Meeting shall be submitted to the Governing 
Authorities ofthe Diocese for information and confirmation.

5. PARISH PRIEST AND CLERGY

36. The office of the Parish Priest may be held only by a priest of the Ukrainian Autocephalic 
Orthodox Church appointed by the Governing Bishop on the recommendation of the Diocesan 
Council with the concurrence of the Parish Council. The Parish may recommend, through the 
Parish Council, a candidate for the Parish Priest, however, the final decision in this matter 
rests with the Governing Bishop in concurrence with the Diocesan Council.

37. The Parish Priest shall be the Honorary Chairman of the Parish Council and the first 
counsellor of the Parish in all ecclesiastical matters, and as such he participates in all 
meetings of the Parish Council and General Parish Meetings. If it is the wish of the General 
Parish Meeting, the Parish Priest may be elected the Chairman ofthe Parish Council.

38. In matters of canons and his pastoral duties the Parish Priest shall be subordinate to the 
Governing Bishop and the Diocesan Council and shall submit to them report on his work.

39. The duties of the Parish Priest shall include:
a. to celebrate regularly the Divine Services and to administer the Holy Sacraments to the 

faithful in accordance with the Dogmas, Canons, rites, and traditions of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church;

b. to enlighten, counsel, comfort, and visit members of the Parish;
c. to oversee all cultural and educational adivities within the Parish and the upbringing of 

the young people on the basis of Christian morality;
d. to maintain the Parish Register of Births, Marriages, and Deaths of the Parish 

Members, and the Parish Chronicle;
e. to dired the work of the Parish clergy and of the church assistants;
f. to maintain a register of confessants; and
g. to represent the Parish before the ecclesiastical and civil authorities.

40. Any disagreements between the Parish Priest and the Parish Council or the Parish Members, 
which cannot be resolved within the Parish, shall be referred for a decision to the Governing 
Bishop or the Governing Authorities of the Diocese. Their decision in the matters in dispute 
shall be binding on both parties involved in the disagreement. An appeal against such 
decisions may be made to the Diocesan Synod whose decisions shall be final.

41. The responsibilities of the Parish Members towards the Parish Priest are as follows :

a. to defer to him as their spiritual pastor and counsellor; and
b. to assist him in performance of his pastoral duties.

6. PARISH COUNCIL

42. The executive body of the Parish shall be the Parish Council eleded from the Parish Members 
by the General Parish Meeting. Every person eleded to the Parish Council must be aware of
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and conscientiously carry out their duties, be known for their dedicated work within the 

- Ukrainian^Autocephalic Orthodox* Church; be devout and .moral, be ^.regular participant of 
Divine Services, have unblemished reputation, and enjoy the resped and trust?of the Parish 
Members.-'! - > ■'•<■ •'. ;'-- ■.-:'.■.■•: .i'--.- v .--.v ■.■.,'..,•..;....•;.--; ;r-'." f::; " .j

43. The-Parish Coundl'shall consist of •, nine members (male and female) and .two reserve 
.',; members as follows? :{is r ■ - •->.- %-, .yr;-m, n;.r,.', '.v.-:--,-.. • ..,n..\A -,.;; ■•-. .-;...::v-,

a. Chairman .r'.!T;..'-tG0^"3---> :-■:. r -..- -■•< ,;,- r f--r* *-■?•.:_. .*•-•?. .<;...?»

b. Deputy Chairman
: ": "^;e>' .Secretary'"' - -~'i ''iv' '„"*."*-.,*•.' .'...•,=.•" ■ .„ - ~ •■••,: ...p., ;;'^:;^or''. rn .-" * .-,:

d. Treasurer ■'.-?.-.'.. ' ■r-ou 7s a, >.. .aj,u^s^ >~j •j_.-:^--,i..J if.. »r „^:, ■ofi,../\

e. Property Manager
f. Public Officer YDRX.7 cv7. T^'U' 

, 
..3.5V.-- 

...
g. Two Members and two reserve members.

:i<'i'i'^r-H)/k wrjf-.rii'A; *.-? \ '-■■j^ % v«- ;, " r.i-^p - o -.-.^ ■■?- »-,q !.-..,-.. .v) ,e .;,!:,,. o^-' 0.;
i£,rThe„Geheral Parish Meeting separately eleds the Chairman»of the Parish,Council-and then 

V the remainingiieightil^emberstdf the Parish.:Gouneilan
o j Warden andkDeputy,.ChurehiiWarden alsp/are .pleded ^separately. T;he^Church/Warden is a 

Member of the Piarish, Coundl.with full voting rights.: ...^o r;: <::o. ■*■•'. p ;n ^' - - ■ -; ^i?
44=? Tofacilitatfejth.e.co-pperationian.d Gp-ordLnation; ofactivities;ofxthe Parisvh--,chair.per)sonSiOf the 
r ' Brotherhood^and Sisterhood;; shall be ex-officio;members of the Parish Council wjth fullrvoting 

;s c.rightsr v.-> d.-..-. >>■ .: !■ , .aCaI- ,^r .-.v; i .»->'.■ ..,>, o- ... ;-c< n" r.3rV^ ■rX: to ,-:o,.V..r. 
.!7:i;^;0 7>.-'- f. .■ ■-;■ -...•/i.k-iO s-,-i L.Aii-7^ - . ̂ -/ . j>:.aa .<!,.-.r>. ■>■::: .^-■■•.■A- r«v;::

45. The Parish Council shall be eleded for the term of one to three years, depending on local 
■>'..* eonditionsxThestermrof office, ofythe 6hurjGh^Warjdenj....-the^ the

Supervisory. Bpardsshallbe the same"3S. that, of the iP/arish Council j h -, G r; ' c , r>c* s 7

46. Members of the Parish Council or of the Supervisory; Board must-nptbe closely related,! , rv
'- ' ",,>G!;f'!s-.7.«''rt-.S7 V-C"-" Q'-i: %.; .>!;T.bh, O ,.■")>■ Anc.vo^ f* 'K«!'T ",i; ■'''■^l>'i>;. e'lVC-O'". ^i
47vrThe;first>meeting7ofvthe^Parish Councjl following the Qeneralf parish Meeting, shall assign

duties to all members ofthe Parish Council. The duties of MemberSiOfjthe.Parish. Council are
defined by regulations; approved by the Dipce„san.CpunciynJhe event;. pf^a-vacancy on the

. ; Parish;Couneil\dueto a resignation or, a temporary, absence,; illness pi dismissal of a Member
ofthe Parish Council, that vacancy;is,filled tej^pprarilyjO^ and then the

?- n second reservernember. ^ fv; %.::;, - v; ?-■=•. ,-...f9?i /ar^'i ^ns r7-?f7fc.:r: oi b
v7 "t.r./D .J?;7g''.- i'v1 !>»'. ,.^t.sd.;r-a<.;

48. Members of the ParishtCouncilrt.or?;the; Church;:Warden^ who-failtto perfornriv.their duties or
misuse their authority, having been found guirtytpf the charges, ;rnay berielieved of their duties 
and dismissed r.from >the Parish iCouncil sb.y- a iresplutip^ of ?the .Pan'shv Council or the 
Supervisory Board before the expiry of their term of office. Persons relieved of their duties or 

-. .ndismissed fromithe Parish Council hayeithe^rijght pf appealtp>the;.GeneralJPar.sh;M§eting, the 
•; * Governing iBishpp.prthe Diocesan, CounciK Qhangesjn the membership .of tbe,Parish,^ 

^require confirmation;by the Diocesan Council..- 
;s ; ---^a-aa'a 

-x \-„h-a'A c7 °-,, j o g:17 " 

'ci' 7- Am": tA±q^ nA .?-'0^«.;'^-;;c- -,;.t *■> rn .-va. ^ cq ■1?c7 ^> i+jxrJ ,aa. ;':5,;^
49. The Parish Councilishallsmanage all administrative, economic.ffinaneial and other-affairs of 

the Parish, except those affairs which are the responsibility ofthe Parish Priest.
■»$:■■)',.* a': -..SV..-/^ <-fA:V -r,&- c;. ;.wj. ^vtv. ■&• 

. 
.''''x^: ;-;•'. "o .-^7'^ v...v.; -c.;^( ;;r '-

50. The Parish Coundl has the right to purchase; to build,, tolalteFi;ito-,maintain',.to^preserve, and to 
lease the real estate of the Parish,; It, shall take car©,,of all;^eans, necessary for normal 
development of the Parish.

iio%jOO HeK^7 j'51. The Parish Council has the right to appoint committees for various purposes. Such 
committees are responsible to the Parish Council and ad in accordance with its dirediyejs and
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guidelines. The Parish Coundl has the right to disband such committees after they have 
achieved the objedives for which they were appointed.

52. The Parish Council shall manage, either diredly or through its committees, cultural, and 
educational adivities of the Parish. These adivities of the Parish, particularly amongst the 
children and young people, shall be conducted under the supervision of the Parish Priest.

53. The Parish Council shall condud charitable work through its committees and in co-operation 
with the Brotherhood and Sisterhood, assist needy members of the Parish and other needy 
persons who may apply for assistance.

54. The Parish Council shall manage the financial affairs of the Parish in accordance with the 
Constitution, the resolutions ofthe Parish Meetings, and the approved budget.

55. The Parish Council shall maintain the register of the Parish Members, all Parish books, 
accounts, and files, except those kept by the Parish Priest. All internal administration and 
correspondence of the Parish with the Governing Authorities of the Diocese and with 
Ukrainian organisations is conduded in Ukrainian on letterhead paper bearing the name and 
the address of the Parish in Ukrainian and in English. All correspondence with civil and 
government authorities is conduded in English.

56. The Parish Council shall supply everything necessary for the celebration of the Divine 
Services, shall care for the adornment of the church premises, and shall render all-round 
assistance to the Parish Priest in carrying out the duties of his office.

57. The Parish Council in not authorised to interfere with the diredives of the Parish Priest 
concerning his ecclesiastical, pastoral or teaching duties. In such matters the Parish Priest 
may be direded by the Governing Bishop or the Diocesan Coundl. With the concurrence of 
the Parish Council the Parish Priest may be assigned by the Diocesan Council to perform 
pastoral duties in another place.

58. All parish documents (contrads, titles) shall be lodged for safe-keeping with the bank of the 
parish. Photo-copies of such documents shall be kept by the secretary ofthe Parish Council.

59. The meetings of the Parish Council shall be held when required, but at least once a month, to 
resolve all current affairs. Half the members of the Parish Council, if including the Chairman or 
his deputy, present at the meeting shall constitute the quorum.

60. Every member of the Parish Council shall be notified in writing by the secretary of the date, 
time and venue of the meeting of the Parish Council at least ten (10) days in advance, unless 
the Parish Council introduces an alternative notification procedure. The meeting shall receive 
reports from the Chairman, the secretary, and the treasurer. Other members of the Council 
report as required. Minutes of the preceding meeting of the Parish Council shall be read and 
confirmed.

61. Meetings of the Parish Council are dedared open and are presided by the Chairman or, in his 
absence, by the Deputy Chairman. In exceptional cases a Parish Council meeting may be 
convened on the instrudion of the Governing Bishop or the Governing Authorities of the 
Diocese. All resolutions of the Parish Council are carried by a simple majority vote of the 
present members. In the event of a tied vote the person chairing the meeting shall have a 
casting vote.

62. If the Parish Priest did not attend a meeting of the Parish Council, it is the duty of the 
Chairman to inform the Parish Priest of the resolutions carried at the meeting. The secretary 
shall provide the Parish Priest with a copy ofthe minutes ofthe meeting.
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63. A member ofthe Parish Coundl shall forfeit.the rights of a Council member if he or she :

a. has failed to attend three consecutive meetings of the Council without a valid excuse; 
■• c b.. has beensuspendedby. the ParishCouncilintheimembership of the Parish;
>;■• ' • cr; has resigned from the office; andv.s-v =./■$..-. T ,i x >o -e<*7" ».^ '-;v.'_;:\-'• *

d. ;has been .unable.to carry out the duties of the office becauseof an extended illness or 
for any other reason.

64'.? Any'riiemberof the Parish Cotincil is eligible^forelediontto any Parish,Council office for the 
nextterm. .oz'v^zszei;: -*< .-io.^ '^ - . v "'.•-v,-:\

65. The ParishCouncil shall/regularly contribute totheatreasuryskofthe.Cpnsistpry pfihe Diocese 
the Parish church dues> ;as£detefmined:- by the rDiocfesan Synpdyjiand* meet pther financial 
obligations determined by the Diocesan Council.

■?™,*.«. mA'A-l fe ,«; ;;-L:.f""7'. Ak-- 0...1' .,» ;oft..>£.. »;j Hi^nKni iterL Hon ^-J 7v%7 ;;.">"* 
., 

.-

66. The ̂ ParishCouncil shall submit evfery»year^tos.thetDiocesan Cpuncil ,an,j.annual repprt.on the 
'^•status of the'Parish and .its-adivities^ f.^veO ^rii .f;7; r'snf/. i./'! 3o s^ne^rj..^, ?jv *ie 

S.-n/i :<nr:-' vf"? pi-^4 ';'%A'A fo&ir.HSjjsJ :;U .iB'fi.^^U ^ aJ'-k.I-^.ta:. c. .;f.''7sai.^5-a^ '^Jr,-j ' 

or-:. 7b 1J.W sy-^Kvq-j.- tjo .'-7. fSliJPERVISOR.BBOARDii rh^ »<.! .f^sg..,;,;-, 7
lai'pfir.,;'-. b®'o.;br.iX. a;. ■••s^,i2r.'"si ;i,?"v-''-iv'";r.-

67. The Supervisory Board is the supervisory body of the Parish which fundions in the period 
"^between GeneralJParish'''Meet1ngs7T-he>S'op'e^
5 twb5reserve me'mb'ers elected by the 'GeneraloParisihiMeeting^for/a^term'lfrdm.one'to three 

years. The Chairman of the sS'upefVisdiyr Board jshalhtbe* elected separately'.;Members-of the 
Parish Council are not eligible for eledion to the Supervisory Board and vice versa. 

'■r.c■'!-! ;7r...te'i A^i ',o ..-;■:.rf"ztis •**;■■ iiw/ ■i'-'r*$i&<r,\ a js?,-icr]*.i% <op ,-j; !,.-.;.'U^r; '\ar-x $.T ..1
68.! the'Supervisory'Board'shalHc^^ of thevParish at
~ least dried #ryear; 'not .iate'r :thanitwo weeks before^he date~.of-the.General Parish Meeting. I n 

; -.O'specjai pases th*e"S-jpdh/isdry Board-mayacarry(oat an~examihatibn. of the affairsibf-the Parish 
on request of: .so^c, .Dfik-ns ai ̂ «fii>H ictcj.-':

a. the Governing Bishop, 
■■-;'.;, bT^Tffie C3bv.^riir.g^uti^ afci-i^o^ atn^ .r-yro ian^ .m $.jt

:i,-Hi-e75 ̂heiPanitf'PriestFdr^ ^Jj v^* **'.■•-^ *"« .5rv;;8 --...*..7.,_.')o..j foi-a *> as.qco-o'-xF'. v-iife, 
d. the Parish Council. 

■;. '^'Oift c> -^;f'0 fiii.'s! .:3 tjjii jj>i!>f;ty! i.'-r; :■* *>'»<? *.<i j.;-"^ *3f>rit)oO d?r..'/"I fM,''"> &-^'ifesr.i rf;"r ';?,
69f:frnTW^sEip^rvisdry;Bbafd^ghall7'if' rr-r: sr.*t_- ■.-.9-..y«->,'i s-vt ?teH .&\:^j .r,3.ji.:- rs wto;;e^

a. verify adherence of thevParish GPuncilJtoithe&budget determined (bythe .General-Parish 
Meeting; 

-c-a e-^'; TJautiit^h-^Cash bboki-t^ .'Co

■■-■■■■:"•?;■ ci- .faudit "cash-hdld by the*. treasureri'ar.d7verify correspondencelof-expenditureiwith the 
**''^'.:t"i ■:S.r»feee'ipts.v t;:t^ -'^!»u^5f.^Q '"c^u:,7it.. mv^'imfM n© ripr>ji>.r,.:'«i its'.v.-.^'» /-.fi.r^ a>;' 
•rt -OP7d?"faudifebPriomic5fe6brds-^ % : v-^..? < .:•"; i;;-"* ,-..?.;-*.-
7"G 

:7©^< ^.aLidihhb'registeiSd^the'pansh'lTTPmbejs^ c;'" ;o sc:?^.;iV. 
x.^=i!ui;:^, :?; ^--,.;- •.

f. audit the inventory records and check the condition of the parish property., 7 -k:

70'. fhdSupervisbryrBdaVclshallmairttaingenerar'supervisiomoftheworkoftheParishiCduricil. r

lj Ci. ■C'.v?3L--n \?->:;.Q0 ii::itm'; » -£-■■£"■? i.J'^it-AiA^A ns ;:« '.nJEfD yJ'y^aC t?''r \c ,gjr.;:K
71. The-Supervisdry' Board'shall iproduce-a;reportioh the workOGarried'"out?by;theiBoard; with 
a•".'■ -fecdfnmendations for imprdvdments in^the ecdnomic 'adivities ofr^theiParishAA copy of the

- "J" report shall1 be provided td the ParishCouncil.^v hi;»" ; »,. t■.:/„?. ?': r! .*;.>;« :'f; «• : iq
72. The Chairman of the Supervisory Board or his deputy shall report on its adivities to the 
"•"'"' Gerieral-Parish Meeting7ari'd-shall*moveiforlthe'aeceptancerof the retirementcbf the Parish 
'"''- "GdunCil7 r■'.;*. ;. ^ '' :~- bj;vl-j p'^Ku^:bi ^«*^ •-• ' -.■■'. ■■'v,^''- 

. r- u dai o- ■. ■:. ■■'■ aa.

v. V 
. 
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73. The Supervisory Board has the right, when the need arises, in the interests of the Parish or 
the Church as a whole, to suspend individual members of the Parish Council, if they 
consciously negled their duties assigned to them by the Parish Council, or if they ad contrary 
to the resolutions of the General Parish Meeting or of the Parish Council, and disobey 
diredives of the Diocesan Council.

74. If the Supervisory Board suspends more than one third of all members of the Parish Council, 
an Extraordinary General Parish Meeting shall be convened to endorse the suspensions by 
the Supervisory Board and to eled a new Parish Council.

8. CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

75. A church organisation may operate within the Parish provided its Rules or Constitution has 
been verified and endorsed by the Parish Priest and the Parish Council, and confirmed by the 
Governing Bishop.

76. The Parish Council shall support church organisations which assist the Parish to achieve its 
objedives.

77. The primary organisations of the Parish shall be the Brotherhood and Sisterhood, the national 
and cultural societies, and the youth organisation.

78. All income of parish organisations shall be used in the first instance to meet the needs of the 
Church, the Parish and for charitable objedives.

79. Representation of the Parish externally and all fund raising adivities shall be conduded by 
parish organisations only with the approval of the Parish Priest and the Parish Council.

80. In the event of dissolution of a parish organisation all its property, funds, and all records and 
files shall be handed over to the Parish Council.

9. REGISTRATION OF THE REAL ESTATE OF THE PARISH

81. All real estate of the Parish, the church, buildings, land and other assets are the property of 
the Parish and shall be legally registered in the name of the Parish, if the Parish has been 
incorporated under Associations Incorporation Ad or other appropriate Ad, according to the 
laws of the State, or in the name of the Trustees of the Parish.

82. If required, Parish Trustees, five in number, shall be eleded by the General Parish Meeting for 
the term of five years. The rights and responsibilities of the Trustees shall be defined and 
legally formalised by a Deed of Trust.

83. The property of the Parish shall remain registered in the name of the Trustees until the 
Trustees have been relieved of their duties and responsibilities bythe General Parish Meeting. 
The Trustees ad in accordance with the directives of the General Parish Meeting and the 
Parish Council.

84. The General Parish Meeting may replace any Trustee during the five year term of office, 
however, the grounds for any such replacement must be stated.

85. The Parish Council, and not the Trustees, shall be the master of the parish assets, and it shall 
be responsible to the Parish Members for the proper management of the parish assets: 
payment of due rates and taxes, maintenance of buildings, renewal of insurance policies, sale 
or leasing of parish premises and other management adivities.
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86. In the£event of sale of parish property the Trustees shallrbe responsible/for ithe proceeds of 
the sale;obut'they; shall'dispose of any /funds under instrudionrof the.-Parish Council in

„ .-a accordanceAwith.the diredivestdf the General Parish Meeting. • u > i >n to*m<-. ? y •<-.•;- «^
- 

•'-'■:'=. I.-.- ."'.. i'u' .-.<**.-" -.: ,.' : '■' . i% ; .:-y ;-:.■■■. *c, '■ •--;'■;»;') «... "r 
. '■;.....<.■■■ ;-.;'' ry

87. The Parish may incorporate under the Assodations IncorporationAd ofother appropriate Ad.

■•■■■.:.y^- 7. ■■■';' -.-:■ a, ?,-<-. v,r. v -10, PARISH .ASSETS '•-.p;. " <;iob v« .../Kand ,".:■ • .. :r- ''•"•" '■"••': ' ' •■"" -".■'"•>;*''■. ,:? I; 
. 

"*v\"C ■'if- ,.v.?4a <:'."•}?- ....V* ■'•'■-.£--" ^tyr^ ;■«-••>^siftr* •"«..,

88. Parish assets, real estate and other'property is the property and>is under.the control'of the 
Parish for its purposes and for the use of its members, as a component of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalic Orthodox Church^'; /'&?;>..> ypIO KyyyHli ,f_

89f No parish-property maybe divided; amongst the Parish Members, i .',:...•._ ..'v^e ,::-■ •., ~\

11. PARISH FUNDS qc;ir«& wove *

9u. All ihl&melfeo^ed1^
the needs of the Parish arising from its aims and objedives. No funds of the Parishimay be
distributed amongst the members or the office bearers of the Parish as bonuses, dividends, or

''^ihariy'othfer-fPrrn'bf ihcdm-JrdistrilDutibrt7M -ci i.^-U ■is^y-'- -:■■'-■ *-_■ ■- >.M:^.:.rv\;7-.. ^>-%h*\ -;.. .">'•.

vo:,!ti;.i. ijot-rur-' Bu) ■:■ .s ,--...■}..•--■""■ -4: <& /..-»'.■ 
■ 
■.-,?■■

91. The funds of the Parish consist of:
.."".' to ^7-donations; 

- • ~ ,r- -^ -:'- ^i- . .,&;■'. <■•:. c-.r.-j - n^ ;^« n& .-o ."^si. <-* --^-.m, ';^ •*;
b. colledions; .;-;^r:r-..:,, \j ...jpw;-*! ..no's Djb i;er:-,'l ■.".;* fir..._s.iO

c. income derived from sales of candles, religious literature, and other religious articles; 

v , : A^a' !ahn>al!fmembersriip feesr "•-■ *-'•'«*"• "^ -'>'■*• 7.? '..vvf,s .v.,-.,-' $y ?o .vej^ffeesfor'ntesand services;':'i-■:'."■ "T^ .z--o ;«• f'vJ ;iv- • .">o :."7r*«,!=."giG
f. funds raised by subscriptions for special purposes such as acquisition of property, 

z:::. &'"^v.^edUrt^tionr'-^d;ianclo7''»0: '■-- '■■& no;;=,.i,'.c,>5x- 0^^a & :? al ....'^■-•sio '"a t.-<..v: .;v. ■<l 
. 

"*«

g. income derived from fundions. .7ruu7 ; 7-s-,,; ^ • by ̂ r * rr. ,. . ^-.
92. The expenyiturei¥bmip¥risHJuh-rtS shall include .^H' 7a ^7; TATiiTf §771^ ,7

a. the stipends of the Parish Priest, clergy and church assistants, and remuneration of
*;■> v:'!i «'i teacher-Sand emplbyeesof the Parish;;. /; ..M c ^- /■:*■•: ^ ■*: g ;j ..f.j,,.; %> ■;'■ 

■r ..■::* b\ igendral parish needs; 7 V: e.-,r.\ -v., ,=», f'.«^-j;;ii;;i , fe-a sm &1^ ■;:-& nahiV ^ .; 

.■ ■■.' „: g;if7 maintenancefexpenses ofiparistopropertyiand-buildingsv'i<>gj. sDf^s tr '.« rr;3"
d. subsidies for the Governing^^ Authorities rtOfrthesDiocesein a 1?n e fa|y 3^ t3§ ?!
e. charity; and

0" gyMteM dtherdbjedives in aecdrdancetwith resolutions of General Parish, Meetings-..)?.;,-.?.; •;; £; - 

V.-,1 rt.-i.i;-«"u"> /ii= .^iv.,: ?»-,T.-j.i:S'~n7' v.'i K* ■et'.»j.'i?.;.-:-i'..c.yiJvM ;i,.'-- SJJ'Oi <..:'»' 4,:-.'t. ->•«, !y «v;"'7; at.
93. All income and expenditure of the Parish shall be duly recorded? in apprpprjatejaecpunts. If 

required by state laws, financial records in English shall be submitted to appropriate

■^-'> .authorities.< '.>7? ";:- va,?.^ - - a, r.-.-.-.^-^ r-.^mo >'-•<.a ^^vy, zfit \^ ̂ scot-" sH" j:t o .ii'£-.t'iy. AS'^y '~.."<._,'Yi 3-11 ,0 ;-•=;* "(:J?-.".Oi.,:i---.: ,->a i\^i>;-,> -.<*>>, !c; k"iJV.';.. ;. =t''s'f1 i-!>,^,-j e^^J,'.
94t "All rndheys which belongrto; theoParish ahdcall moneys ̂ received sbyvthe-Parish shall be 

deposited in the parish banking account, preferably with a Ukrainian • co-operative. All 
withdrawals from the parish bank account shall be signed by not fewer than two members of 

.. ithe -Parish Council appointed bythe; Parish; Council. Thp treasurerv.ishalb ;be. one,, of the 
appointed signatories. AIUexpenditure.-shall- be. authorised. by4..the.. Parish^Co.unciltbefpre the 
Treasurer may incur the expenditure.

'AL.;2 l", i-.'v.. .~A^'-ia:'\ aSAJt '£*'.'- Pa .-?'■. ■■r,'1 t. "•* £-'. ".. ,'!.' ,t",;;:'.'*?;;;"" .;..? ■ y;- ij'*^ ,.■". "< t.^. ;'.- ;~c-. &r7 * "
95? It-is-desirable?that^-for the purposerof more exad-acco.untability; alLfinandal?expenditure be 

'■■ ? performed by means of cheques; i-». • ?.t <. ,.■■• , ., . : Jt:.-,... ■.,-.- .7, . tr.e,.v ...
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96. The Parish Council shall produce an annual financial report with appropriate clarification of 
individual paragraphs, and shall table the report at the General Parish Meeting. The financial 
report shall be signed by the Chairman or Deputy Chairman and the Treasurer of the Parish 
Council.

12. PARISH SEALS

97. The Parish Seal shall be of circular shape and inscribed around the periphery with the name 
ofthe Parish and Diocese in Ukrainian and in English. The Seal ofthe Parish Priest shall be of 
circular shape with the outline of the cross in the middle and inscribed around the periphery 
with the name ofthe Parish and Diocese in Ukrainian and in English.

98. The Parish Seal shall be kept in the custody of the Chairman of the Parish Council. The Seal 
of the Parish Priest shall be kept in the custody of the Parish Priest for application to official 
documents issued by him in his ecclesiastic capacity, namely the Certificate of Baptism, 
Marriage Certificate, official extrads from the Parish register, and to pastoral references 
issued and signed by the Parish Priest. The Parish Seal may be applied to internal or external 
documents signed by the Parish Priest or by the Chairman and the Secretary of the Parish 
Council.

99. A rubber stamp bearing the name and the address of the Parish shall be used for 
authentication of tickets for parish fundions and internal fund raising adivities.

13. ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION

100. If an amendment of the Parish Constitution is required, the Parish Council shall submit the 
proposed amendment with the supporting argumentation for consideration of the Diocesan 
Council. The Diocesan Council submits the proposed amendment or alteration with its 
comments for consideration and approval by the next scheduled or an Extraordinary Diocesan 
Synod.

101. Changes and alterations to the Constitution come into force on their approval by the 
Diocesan Synod.

14. DISSOLUTION OF THE PARISH

102. Dissolution or liquidation of the Parish as an organisation may take place on the basis of a 
resolution of the General Parish Meeting adopted with the majority of not less than three 
quarters of the financial Parish Members present at the meeting with the required quorum 
being three quarters of all financial Parish Members. Such resolution comes into force after its 
confirmation by the Governing Bishop of the Diocese. The Parish may be dissolved by a state 
court order.

103. In the case of dissolution or liquidation of the Parish its assets after settlement of all 
outstanding debts and financial obligations must not be distributed among Parish Members or 
a group of Parish Members. All assets shall be placed at the disposal of the Diocesan Council 
after the resolution of the General Parish Meeting concerning the dissolution or liquidation of 
the Parish.

The church property of the Parish must not be handed over for any other objedive, it shall be 
transferred into possession of the Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church.

This Constitution was adopted and approved by the delegates ofthe
14th Diocesan Synod on 26 - 27 September 1997 in the year of our Lord.

(translation from the Ukainian language Constitution)
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