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1.  NAME

The name of the Church shall be Berea Holy Joy Church. (“the Church”)

The legal entity is registered as Holy Joy Bible Baptist Church Incorporated. 


2.  DOCTRINAL POSITION OF THIS CHURCH

1. The Holy Bible
We believe the Holy Bible is the flawless word of God that was written by men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit, and the New Testament is the model of the saints’ faith and life.

2. The Trinity God
               We believe in God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and that they are One.

3. Jesus Christ
     We believe Jesus Christ is God’s Only Begotten One who was at the Father’s side and came to appear
      in the flesh.

4. The Holy Spirit
We believe in the seal and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and it is the Holy Spirit who works when God’s word is proclaimed and prayer and supplication is given.

5. Man
Man was created in the image of God in God’s perfect and eternal will, but through the devil’s temptation man sinned and became a sinner. However we believe man is made righteous through faith in Jesus Christ.

6. Salvation
We believe salvation comes only by receiving the grace of atonement through the blood of Jesus and the repentance and rebirth of the believers.

7. The Church
We believe Jesus Christ is the head of the Church who died on the cross for our sins, who resurrected and ascended to heaven and is the Law-Maker of the Church.

8. Ceremonies and Offices
We believe in Baptism by immersion and the Holy Communion, and there are two offices - the Pastor and the Ordained Deacon.

9. The Last Day
We believe in the return of Jesus Christ to judge the living and the dead; we believe in the saints’ resurrection and eternal life, thus the righteous to enter eternal life and the unbelieving sinners to enter eternal punishment.


3.   GOVERNMENT 

· The Church shall be an Australian branch of Seoul Sungrak Church in South Korea and affiliated with the Christian Berea Churches Fellowship of Korea, accepting its responsibility to support and share ministries undertaken by the denomination. The Church exists on the basis of the faith, message, ideals and assertions of the Berea Movement.  

· Recognising the headship of Jesus Christ and the leadership of the Holy Spirit, the Church shall be governed in line with the fundamental Baptist principle of the autonomy of the local church and congregational government. That is, the decision‑making of this Church shall be vested in the body of believers who compose its membership.

· Notwithstanding this principle of autonomy, the Church recognises and sustains the obligations of mutual counsel and co-operation which are common among Christian Berea Churches Fellowship. Therefore the Church will be interdependent as well as independent.


4. OBJECTIVE 

· The inspiration and maintenance of active spiritual growth among its congregation by the regular assembling for public worship and the administration of the ordinances.

· The proclamation of the truths of the Bible by all means so that persons experience salvation. 


· Teaching, training and discipling of all who come to have faith in the Lord Jesus so that they grow together in love, are loyal to each other and grow to maturity in Christ under the guidance of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

· Proclaiming the sole Lordship of Christ Jesus in the lives of the members of the congregation and seeking to fulfil His desires in the life of the community, nation and wider world through evangelistic and other missionary enterprise.  To assist those who are in need in the belief that social action and evangelism are mutually our response to the Gospel.

The Church adopts its objective which it believes to be in harmony with the purpose of Christ's Church as declared in the New Testament - the desire to glorify God through the Berea Movement:

1. New Testament Church

The Church takes a strong stand against and opposes humanism and mysticism which the modern churches are exposed to today. The authority and the source of the power of the Church lie solely upon the word of Truth and the work of the Holy Spirit as seen in the early churches of the New Testament.   


2. Return to and Resemble the Bible 

The Church must return to the Holy Bible and the saints must have faith that resembles the promises of the Holy Bible; that resembles the faith of the Holy Bible; and that resembles the power of the Holy Bible which has been taken after the attitude of the Bereans’ faith written in Acts 17:11-12.


3. Powerful Lay Believers

The Church actively pursues the participation of the lay believers with power based on the Holy Bible. To do this, the Church must be New Testament-centred and acknowledge the freedom of the congregation, and teach the Holy Scriptures and perform powers in order that the lay believers are able to participate.


5.  MEMBERSHIP

5A. Eligibility for Membership

Members shall be persons who give evidence of a sincere profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who have been baptised by immersion as believers, and hold to the general beliefs set forth in this Constitution under the heading "Doctrinal Position of this Church" and its “Objective”.


5B. Admission to Membership and Membership Roll

 Applicants seeking membership shall apply to the Pastor or Church Secretary. A members’ roll shall be kept by the Church Secretary. 


5C. Responsibilities of Members

· To endeavour at all times by God's grace, and remain true to their commitment to Christ as expressed in their baptism.

· To join regularly in the Lord’s Day worship and other meetings of the Church.

· To lead a life worthy of Christ in love, humility and peace, endeavouring to build each other up through encouragement, counsel and comfort.

· To take up daily Scripture reading and study the Scriptures in private and in groups as the Lord gives      opportunity.

· To express their gratitude to God and their responsibilities as His stewards by giving tithes and offerings wholeheartedly to the Church and the wider work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

· To pray regularly in private and where possible, in fellowship, for the people and ministry of the Church and to eagerly proclaim the Gospel through evangelism.


5D. Removal from Membership
    
Members who for a period of six months fail to participate in the worship of the Church without       satisfactory explanation or fail to honour other responsibilities of membership shall receive special        attention.  

No member's name shall be transferred or removed from the Members' Roll except by their request or where the member in question fails to honour other responsibilities of membership, every effort shall       be made to restore such members to worship and fellowship (Matt. 18:15 - 17). Where these efforts fail      the Pastor (Overseer) and the Church Committee shall make the decision to remove from the members’        roll.


5E. Offence and Dispute

Where a member becomes an offence to the Church by reason of immoral or un-Christian conduct, the          Church will make every effort, in the spirit of love and meekness, to restore such a member to fellowship          (Matt 18:15-17). Where such efforts fail the Church may terminate or suspend for a specified time, his or         her membership. 

Termination or suspension of membership shall be on the decision of the Pastor (Overseer) and the         Church Committee.


6. CHURCH OFFICERS

The Pastor(s), Church Secretary, Church Treasurer, Leaders of Mission Groups and Deacons and/or Elders, may be appointed as the officers of the Church.  From these officers the members of the Church Committee shall be appointed by the Pastor (Overseer) each year. The Church committee shall attend to the affairs of the Church within the framework of the Church's determined policy from time to time.


6A. Pastor(s)

The Pastor(s) shall be a person whose credentials are acceptable to the Christian Berea Churches Fellowship of Korea and holds the doctrines set forth in this Constitution under the heading:  "Doctrinal Position of this Church" as well as the teachings of the Berea Movement.

Where more than one Pastor is appointed the Pastors shall comprise the Pastoral Team in which one shall be the Overseer of the Pastoral Team.  

The Assistant Pastor(s) shall be nominated by the Overseer and the appointment shall be decided by the Church Committee.

In the event where the Overseer’s position becomes vacant due to sudden death, the appointment of the position shall be determined by the Overseer of Seoul Sungrak Church in Korea.

      
6B. Church Secretary

A Church Secretary shall be appointed by the Pastor (Overseer) each year. The Church Secretary will be a member of the Church Committee by virtue of office. 

The Church Secretary shall ensure that adequate records of all Church and Church Committee meetings are kept, conduct correspondence for the Church and generally deal with the business of the Church.

By means of an annual report and otherwise, he/she will ensure an adequate flow of information from the various Committees to the Church members.

The Church Secretary shall keep an up-to-date Members' Roll of the Church.


6C. Church Treasurers
 
A Church Treasurer shall be appointed by the Pastor (Overseer) each year. The Church Treasurer will be a member of the Church Committee by virtue of office.   

The Church Treasurer shall receive all moneys for the Church and make such payments as may be directed. He/she shall keep a record of all financial transactions, keeping the Church informed through regular reporting.

A Treasurer's Financial Statement shall be presented to the Annual Church meeting covering the income and expenditure for the past year. Such statement shall be audited if required.


6D. Elders (Ordained Deacons)

The Church may appoint Elders from the membership of the Church, who shall share with the Pastor(s) in the management of the Church affairs (Acts 6:1-6).

Elders shall be responsible to the Church in co‑operation with the Pastor(s) and shall: 

(a)	Assist in shepherding those who are part of or associated with the Church, willingly and ably encouraging and building up such people and being an example to the Church in Christ-like living;

(b)	Visit such people mentioned in "(a)";

(c)	Participate in the preaching and teaching ministry of the Church when they are recognised as having these gifts and are invited to do so by the Pastor(s).

The biblical material, 1Timothy 3: 8-13 shall assist the Church in appointing Elders.  Only persons of known maturity, spirituality and gifts appropriate to the office shall be appointed upon three-fourths majority vote at the Annual Church Meeting and upon the nomination of the Pastor(s) and existing Elder(s). Such nominees shall have been in membership in the Church for at least one year.


6E. Deacons (Ordinary)

Members of the Church, who have been in membership for at least six months, may be appointed to the office of Deacon by the Pastor (Overseer).

The Diaconate shall meet time to time as required by the Church.  The Pastor (Overseer) may be the chairman or a chairman may be appointed from among the Church Committee.


6F. Church Committee

The Pastor (Overseer) shall appoint the Church Committee from the officers as stated in 6. “Church Officers” to assist in the ministry and routine business of the Church.


7. CHURCH MEETINGS 

The "meeting" is a Church meeting.  The expression "Business meeting" detracts from the essential nature of the meeting.  This is not meant to put a wall between matters which must be attended to, but to emphasise the spiritual nature of the meeting.

Extraordinary meetings may be convened by the Pastor (Overseer), or upon two-third of the Church Committee. An Extraordinary Meeting may be called for a special purpose and only consider matters of which the notice has been given.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Notice of all Church Meetings including Extraordinary Meetings shall be given on at least the two Sundays at services prior to the meeting.

An Annual Church Meeting shall be called each year to receive reports and such a meeting is to be within three months of the end of the Church Financial year which will close on 30 June each year.

The Church Meeting shall be a meeting of those persons on the Members' Roll and must be over 50% of the Church membership.


8. SUNDRY

8A. Ordinances
(a) Baptism

The Pastor may baptise any believer upon application at his discretion, or alternatively a member of the           pastoral team, may baptise any believer upon approval of the Pastoral Team.

(b) The Lord's Supper

The Lord's Supper shall be observed regularly. All believers in the Lord Jesus Christ shall be invited to              take part in the Supper. Church members absent from the Lord's Table for six consecutive months shall              be visited.


8B. The Trustees

The Trustees of all Church properties shall be the Berea Academy Foundation of Korea.


8C. Property 

Church buildings and properties shall not be used or occupied by people or organisations for any purpose except where previous consent has been obtained from the Church Secretary, who may give such consent in accordance with the decisions and guidelines laid down by the Church.


8D. The Ministry 

The ministry of the Church shall be supported and expenses met by voluntary tithes and offerings.  Cheques shall be signed on behalf of the Church by two, and the two shall normally be the Church Treasurer and the Pastor (Overseer).


8E. Auditors

Auditors shall be appointed at the Annual Church meeting if required and shall audit the financial records of the Church for presentation at the Annual Church meeting (including all organisations).


8F. Application of Church Assets and Income

The assets and income of the church shall be applied solely in the furtherance of its charitable purpose and the advancement of religion and no portion shall be distributed directly or indirectly to the members except as bona fide remuneration where a member is an employee of the church, fee for services where a member is a contractor to the church, and reimbursement of expenses incurred by a member on behalf of the church.


8G. Church Dissolution

In the event of the church being dissolved, the amount that remains after such dissolution and the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities shall be transferred to the Berea Academy Foundation of Korea for the promotion of the Berea Movement which has rules prohibiting the distribution of its assets and income to its members and which is exempt from income tax.



 
9. ALTERATIONS TO CONSTITUTION

The constitution may be altered, amended, added to or varied by the Church Committee except the matters in relation to:

1. Objective;
2. The appointment of Pastor (Overseer);
3. Church Dissolution.
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