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Agenda 

 

Date: 14th April 2024 Time: 10.45am 
 

Item Description Responsible 

1. Welcome and introductions Chairperson 

2. Attendance Sheet for Voting Members Secretary 

3. Apologies  Secretary 

4. Opening prayer Pastor Josh 

5. Adoption of minutes of previous AGM and special meetings Chairperson 

6. Review of actions from previous annual general meeting  Chairperson 

7. Parish Chairperson’s report Chairperson 

8. Congregational Pastor report Pastor Josh 

9. Statistics Report Admin Officer 

10. Treasurer’s Report Treasurer 

11. Acceptance of the audited financial statements. Treasurer 

12. Approval of the 2024 Budget Treasurer 

13. Church Building Committee report Tim McInnes 

14. Ladies Fellowship report Margaret Burkert 

15. Music Coordinators report Susan Edwards 

16. Parish/College Mission and Ministry Report Jenny Simboras 

17. Worship Committee Report Rhonda Keller 

18. Pastoral Assistants Report 
Sheryl Parsons & 
Sue Housego 

19. Acceptance of annual report Chairperson 

20. NEW BUSINESS   

21. Appointment of the auditor  Treasurer  

22. 
Vote of thanks to those retiring positions: 
Parish Councillors 

 

23. Elections Pastor Josh 

24. Meeting close  

Conflict of Interest and Declaration: 
 

“Any member participating in this Annual General Meeting is required to let the Chair know 
if they have any perceived or known Conflicts of Interest as per the items listed in the Agenda 
for this meeting. This will be noted in the Minutes” 
Declaration of Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies 

• Members in attendance to sign the Attendance Sheet provided. 

• Acceptance of Apologies 
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WODONGA LUTHERAN PARISH 

16th JULY 2023 – SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 

To Adopt the Draft Constitution with Amendments 

 

WELCOME 

The Chair, Jenny Simboras, convened the General Meeting of Wodonga Lutheran Parish 

at 10:45am, welcoming all members and reminding them to sign the Attendance Sheets. 

 

QUORUM 

Whilst still operating under the 1999 Wodonga Lutheran Parish Constitution, the quorum 

required to adopt a new constitution is one-quarter (¼) of the eligible voting membership 

(i.e. 19), and by a two-thirds vote.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

Attendance sheets record the signatures of 40 eligible voting members and 2 apologies – 

thus a quorum was established.  

 

PRAYER 

Pastor Josh Muller prayed for the Lord’s blessing on the meeting and its outcome.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Vice Chairman, Alex Sweetman, was invited to introduce the Summary of Changes to the 

Parish Constitution received from the Vic/Tas District, and are as follows: 

 

Summary of Changes to WLP Parish Constitution 

received from Vic/Tas District 

District Constitutions Committee have requested modifications to the constitution adopted by the parish on 

5th March. The changes are summarised below (words to be deleted – strikethrough; words to be added – 

bold) 

 

Change #1) 

District Constitution Committee has provided the following advice ‘This aligns to process as District 

holds/owns the land in trust for the Congregation (has since 1971 Act of Parliament). Description in the 

previous model was factually incorrect: 

4.1.8 join with the Church and the District in building and extending the Kingdom of God; and 

4.1.9 Give instructions which enable District to acquire, dispose of or otherwise deal with real 

and personal property in the interest of the work of the Church and the Parish.; and 

4.1.10 Acquire, dispose of, or otherwise deal with personal property in the interest of the work 

of the Church and the Parish. 

 

7.1.1.1 Instruct the District to acquire, hold, deal with and dispose of any real or personal property 

for the Parish; 

7.1.1.2 Acquire, hold, deal with and dispose of any personal property for the parish; 

 Renumber subsequent clauses. 
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Change #2) 

Ensure the language and wording is consistent across the constitution: 

4.2.1 The Parish recognises its unique historical connection and its commitment to Victory 

Lutheran College and is committed to supporting shall support the mission and ministry of 

the college in its provision of Christian education. 

 

4.4 Children and Vulnerable People 

4.4.1 The Parish shall have, maintain and promote a culture of care in all areas of the Parish and 

its activities, so that all people, especially the vulnerable, are protected against any form of 

spiritual, emotional, physical, or sexual abuse. 

4.4.2 The Parish, as an organisation with direct and regular contact with children, is shall be 

committed to being a child safe organisation. The Parish has shall have a zero tolerance for 

child abuse and is shall be committed to acting in children's best interests and in keeping 

them safe from harm. The Parish regards shall regard its child protection responsibilities 

with the utmost importance, and, as such, is shall be committed to providing the necessary 

resources to ensure compliance with all relevant child protection laws and regulations and 

to maintain a child safe culture. 

 

Change #3) 

In clause 9.1.3, correct the reference regarding filling casual vacancies to 9.4.1.6 (currently says 9.4.1.7). 

 

Change #4) 

The Header in the Parish Constitution has been amended from Wodonga Lutheran Parish (March 2023) to 

Lutheran Church of Australia Wodonga Parish (July 2023) and the words ‘and By-Laws’ have been removed 

for consistency with the model constitution. 

An addition to the Footer in the Parish Constitution has been made which records the date of the District 

Church Council (DCC) approval. 

 

Change #5) 

Minor punctuation, capitalisation, and formatting changes have been made throughout the Parish 

Constitution to bring it in line with the model constitution. 

 

Change #6) 

In clause 5.1.1.2, the word ‘congregation’ has been added which relates to the transfer of baptised 

members.  

 

Change #7) 

In clause 7.6, the words ‘establishment and’ have been deleted for consistency with the model constitution.  

 

Change #8) 

In clause 8.4.2, the first instance of the words ‘voting members’ have been deleted for consistency with the 

model constitution.  

 

Change #9) 

In clause 9.3.1, the word ‘Parish’ has been inserted to correct an accidental omission.  
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Change #10) 

In clause 9.7.1, the word ‘voting’ has been added to clarify who is eligible to be a lay reader. 

 

QUESTIONS 

Mr Phill Edwards asked whether the draft constitution had been accepted. This was 

answered in the affirmative – the original Motion was passed at the AGM, 5th March 2023. 

 

MOTION 

That the Wodonga Lutheran Parish accept the changes to the constitution of the Wodonga 

Lutheran Parish as recommended by the Victorian/Tasmanian District Constitutions 

Committee, and published in the Parish’s weekly Bulletin from the 18th June 2023, [thereby 

also adopting the Draft Constitution].  

 

 Moved: Alex Sweetman  Seconded: Ingrid Harder  AIF 

 Carried 

 

CLOSE 

The meeting was closed at 11.00am with the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Josh.  
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Chairperson’s Report 

God has placed us all, young and old, in this time and place for a reason. That reason is to follow 

His command, as we read in Matthew 28 v18 – 20. “All power in heaven and on earth is given to 

me. So go and make followers of all people in the world. Baptise them in the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything that I have taught you, and I will be 

with you always, even until the end of this age”.  

As we step into the future in our new worship facility the simplest way to reach out is to ask a 

friend or family member to come to worship or a church activity.  Don’t be put off by comments 

such as, ‘the building will fall down if I entered it’, or ‘maybe later’. Keep asking, be persistent and 

be there for them when they finally say they would love to come.   

Let us be the welcoming church to our many visitors. Go out of your way to greet the visitor to 

make them feel that you are pleased and honoured they are worshipping with us. As well as 

speaking the love of Jesus, we need to be the love of Jesus to all those with whom we come in 

contact with. 

It can be scary to step out of our comfort zone but exciting times are ahead! God’s love has no limit 

and may He use each one of us to bring glory to His Name, in whichever way He chooses to use us. 

Thank you, Pastor Josh 

The past year has been a very busy one for our Parish with many changes and I am ever so thankful 

that we have had a Pastor to guide and lead us. Thank you, Pastor Josh, for what you have brought 

to this Parish through leadership, sermons, counsel and your friendship.  

Closing of St John’s Havelock Street 

On a wet and cold Sunday 7th May 2023 the St John’s Havelock Street building was officially closed. 

The final service was conducted by Bishop Lester Priebbenow, Parish Pastor Joshua Muller and 

former pastor, Pastor Graham Zweck. The church was full with many visitors, current and past 

members, who witnessed the processional of vessels and furnishings from the building and the 

finally closing of the church door by Bishop Lester, in the Rite of Closure. A light lunch was served 

in the hall after the service. 

Thank you to the many members who helped with the cleaning out of all the buildings on the 

Havelock Street site in the weeks before and after the official closing. 

Worship ‘Camping’ 

May 14th 2023 the Parish commenced worship ‘camping’ in Luther Hall at Victory Lutheran College. 

There have been many issues in getting use to our ‘camping’. The huge space was probably the 

biggest issue to come to terms with, as well as the setting up and packing up each week. The 

seventy or so chairs set up near the stage seemed to be dwarfed in the expanse of the remainder 

of the room. The after-service cuppa in the foyer of Luther Hall was a welcoming place for a chat 

and catch up and it was pleasing to see many stayed to enjoy each other’s company.  

Our numbers at worship services while camping have remained the same if not increased a little 

and our giving has increased. Thanks, and praise be to our God! 

My grateful thanks go to those members who each Friday afternoon after school, made 

themselves available to set up the hall for the Sunday worship. Thanks to all of you who quickly 

packed up the chairs after the worship service. 
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New Church 

At the time of writing this report, there is still no date for the official opening and consecration of 

our new worship facility. 

Thank you to the many members who have served on the Building Committees in the past years. 

To the present Building Committee, thank you for the many, many hours of work you have put in 

over these past months to finalise all the details as we move towards an opening. 

It is with excited anticipation on how the Lord is going to use us and our new facility in reaching the 

local community and also the College community.  

New Manse 

The Manse has been progressing really well and the completion time for the manse will be towards 

the end of April. 

A blessing of the manse is being planned by the Worship Committee to take place after a regular 

Sunday worship service with a picnic BYO lunch to follow the blessing. 

Moving Forward into the Future 

A Moving Forward team was formed by the Parish Council to look at the ideas and suggestions 

from Parish members on how to use our new facility, to examine the resources we have, both 

human and material, and to gauge if we are using these resources to the maximum.  

The Moving Forward team also looked at the need for additional human resources to further the 

mission and ministry of the Parish. 

A new Administration Officer position, replacing the Secretarial position, was created with 

significant extra duties and responsibilities. 

A special Parish meeting on 10th December 2023 on the recommendation of the Parish Council 

decided to employ a Ministry Coordinator.  

LLL Mission Outreach Grant – Ministry Coordinator 

The Parish’s application for the LLL Mission Outreach Grant of $25,000 was successful. This grant 

goes towards enabling the Parish to employ a person for a Ministry Coordinator position.  

The position of Ministry Coordinator will support the ongoing ministry activities of our Parish, with 

a special emphasis on connecting to the community of Victory Lutheran College and also the wider 

Wodonga community.  

Ministry outreach isn’t just for the paid staff of our Parish; it is the responsibility of all of us. Our 

Ministry Coordinator will open new doors for us to connect with the community and bring the love 

of Jesus to all. 

 Mrs Lisa Enever has been appointed to the position of Ministry Coordinator. We congratulate Lisa 

on this appointment and wish her God’s blessing in her new role. 
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Appointment of Administration Officer 

The Parish Council has appointed Mrs Debbie Lieschke to fill the restructured position of 

Administration Officer. Debbie previously worked as a Pastoral Carer at Lutheran Aged Care in 

Albury. We congratulate Debbie on her new role and wish her every blessing as she serves in this 

position. 

My thanks and I know the thanks of the Parish go to Heather Grealy who served this Parish well as 

the Receptionist for over 30 years. The Parish Council is organizing a dinner after Easter for 

Heather, to say thank you for her many years of service. 

Parish Council 

The Parish Council has had a very busy year and, on your behalf, I thank them for their service to 

the Parish.  

The Constitution has finally been updated and accepted by the Parish. Thanks you to Claire 

Roennfeldt and Pastor Josh for the work you have put into updating the Constitution. 

A defibrillator was purchased by the Parish and demonstration on how to use it was given to 

members after the worship service on 26th February 2023. 

A Memorandum of Understanding between the Wodonga Lutheran Parish and Victory Lutheran 

College is currently being drawn up. Both parties agreed that the MOU is essential to ensure the 

continued growth and partnership into the future and that the MOU be reviewed after 1 year and 

then every 3 years.  

The MOU will include such things as financial, maintenance (grounds, cleaning, IT support, shared 

carpark), usage (funerals, College worship program). The MOU will also include a statement around 

shared Mission and Ministry of the Parish and College. 

Retiring Parish Council 

My thanks are extended to the retiring members of the Parish Council for their service to the 

Parish and to their Lord and Saviour.  

John Donker, Andy Enever and Jenny Simboras will not seek nomination for the Parish Council in 

2024. 

Presentation of the Year 3 Bibles 

Six members of our Parish presented Bibles to the Year 3 classes on Friday 8th March during the 

Primary Chapel service. To say the children were excited is an understatement. After the chapel 

service the Parish members met with the children they presented to and a wonderful time of 

sharing took place.  

The parents of the Year 3 students who attended the chapel service, were very appreciative of this 

wonderful gift the Parish gives. 

Donations towards the Bibles for the Year 3 classes is an ongoing appeal. If you would like to give 

to this appeal, please place your donation in an envelope and mark it ‘Year 3 Bibles’, and place it 

on the offering plate. The cost of a bible is $40 and you can donation the whole cost or part of the 

cost anytime throughout the year. 
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Victory Sunday 2023 

Victory Sunday was held on the 19th March 2023 in Luther Hall at Victory Lutheran College. This 

service was well attended by both Staff and Parish members who enjoyed morning tea and 

fellowship after the service. 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

Thanksgiving Sunday on 19th February 2023 was celebrated with a beautiful display of craft items 

as well as tools of trade. In thanksgiving to God for all that we have, Parish members were asked to 

donate non-perishable food and other essentials, which were displayed at the front of the church. 

The donated food and other items were gratefully received by Albury/Wodonga Foodshare. 

Confirmation Class 

On Pentecost Sunday 28th May 2023, Hannah Dewhirst, Jessica Hawkey, April Lade, Aidan 

Lockerbie, Alexa Taylor and Maddison Wiencke renewed their baptismal vow witnessed by their 

parents, God-parents, family, friends and members of the parish. This class began their studies in 

2020 and had many interruptions due to the Covid lockdowns. It was a joy to be part of this class 

and to see them grow in their faith. 

Thank you  

Thank you to all those who have served our Parish in so many ways. 

• The Pastoral Carers who have supported Pastor Josh with taking Holy Communion to those 

who can’t join us in worship on Sunday, visiting and giving spiritual care to people in need.  

• To all those who have served the Parish by being an usher, Bible reader, power point 

operator, those who set up and serve communion, morning tea provider, money counter 

and those who unlock and lock the gates. Your acts of servanthood are appreciated. 

• To Susan Edwards and those who support her in the band, thank you for sharing your gift 

and beautifying our worship service. 

• Thank you to all those who do the ‘little’ extra things that go unnoticed to make our Parish 

run smoothly. 

Time to step down 

It has been a joy to be your chairperson over the past 5 years, and I thank the Parish for this 

honour.  

Those five years have certainly been eventful. 

Who can forget the Covid virus and the disruptions the restrictions caused? Even though I was ‘just 

across the river’ and only 10 minutes by car, the restrictions to cross that river made me feel 

isolated from you, my friends. On my side of the river, I had more freedom of movement and on 

occasions I had the opportunity to worship in other parishes, and for this I felt guilt, sadness and 

my heart ached for you who didn’t have those same freedoms. Praise God restrictions are in the 

past. 

Closing a church and moving to a temporary space to worship can cause many strong emotions. I 

am so proud and extremely thankful with how everyone has embraced these changes and how we 

have all supported each other during this time of upheaval. 
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Seeing the plans for our new worship facility and the manse from beginning to end has been an 

experience that will remain with me always. I am excited as to what our Heavenly Father has in 

store for our Parish in the future and where He will lead us.  

I thank you for the support, encouragement and love you have shown me over the past years. Your 

friendship is something I treasure and I know will continue to grow as we work together in God’s 

Name. 

As I leave this position, I ask you and God to forgive me for any hurt or distress I may have caused 

any of you by my words, actions or lack of actions.  

I wish the new Parish Chairperson and the Parish Council God’s richest blessing as they continue to 

lead you over the coming years. 

And finally, thank you to John and my family for always being there for me with love and 

encouragement.  

May our loving Heavenly Father continue to be with and bless the Wodonga Lutheran Parish. 

Serving Him with you, 

Humbly submitted 

Jenny Simboras 

Chairperson Wodonga Lutheran Parish  
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Pastor's Report 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 

my yoke is easy and my burden is light." (Matthew 11:28-30, NIV) 

We have had a very full 2023 as a parish. Since the groundbreaking at the end of 2022, we have 

watched our new church facility slowly take shape. In preparation for our eventual move into the 

new building, we established a Moving Forward team to plan the future of our ministry to the 

Wodonga community. One of the outcomes of this team's work was the proposal to employ a 

Ministry Coordinator and to revise the administration duties to better support our future vision. 

There is still plenty of work to be done on volunteer role descriptions, and policies and procedures 

that define how we operate in the new space. 

Along the way, we had several occasions to celebrate God bringing new members into our church. 

On Sunday 5th February we officially welcomed into membership Wayne & Glynis Hart, who came 

to us from a varied church background across Australia and New Zealand. We also welcomed 

Harper Keller into God's family through the waters of baptism on Sunday 12th March. On Sunday 

30th April, our second last service at Havelock St, we celebrated the baptisms of Niall and Denver 

Mirtschin. 

Our final service at Havelock St on Sunday 7th May saw Bishop Lester Priebbenow officially close 

that church as a place of worship. It was an emotional service for many people who had had 

significant family events in that building. Thank you to everyone involved in the planning and 

running of the service. Bishop Lester commented on how well thought out everything was, and 

how smoothly it went. 

Our partnership with Victory Lutheran College has continued, especially with our use of Luther  

Hall for Sunday worship following the closure of Havelock St. We joined with our college 

community for Victory Sunday on 19th March, and on Friday 19th May we presented bibles to the 

Year Three students. I attend the LEVNT Ministry Network Day in Melbourne on Friday 28th April 

with our college chaplain Joel Klemke, to support him in his new role. I also officiated the funeral of 

VLC parent Maryke Agrella on Saturday 24th June in St John's Anglican Church, Wodonga. 

Our 'camping' in Luther Hall has not been without its challenges. Things are never quite the same 

from one week to the next, as many different people use the same facilities and have different 

ideas about where things should be stored. Thank you very much to the group that comes in to set 

up every week and deals with any problems that may arise. Most members would be completely 

unaware of any issues as they have been sorted out behind the scenes. 

My wider LCA commitments in 2023 included attending the General Convention of Synod held on 

9th-12th February at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. The convention was held in 

two different spaces which required quite a bit of walking between sessions and break times. I 

served as camp pastor on Christian Life Week from 26th to 30th June at Tandara Lutheran Camp, 

Halls Gap. We had 51 kids on camp, supported by two directors, two pastors, two camp parents, 

and 15 other leaders. I also attended the Vic/Tas District Continuing Education Program at the Holy 

Cross Retreat Centre in Templestowe from 24th to 26th October. 
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The confirmation class that began before my arrival finished their lessons shortly after Easter. On 

Sunday 28th May we celebrated the confirmation of April Lade, Hannah Dewhirst, Jessica Hawkey, 

Aiden Lockerbie, Alexa Taylor, and Maddison Wiencke. The following Sunday we celebrated the 

confirmation of Sophia Kotzur, who was unable to attend with the rest of the group the week 

before. A new confirmation class began on Monday 31st July, with three registered students – Elijah 

Kinning, Ryan Klein, and Hamish Kotzur. Because the best day for this class to meet was Mondays, I 

shifted my day off to Tuesdays. 

The year also had its fair share of grief and sadness as we farewelled seven members to their 

eternal heavenly home. Our last funeral held at Havelock St was Alf Bullock on 7th February. We 

then utilised a number of different venues as chosen by the bereaved families. At one point I noted 

that every funeral so far had been in a different location, with each bringing its own challenges to 

the planning process. Tuesday 30th May was the funeral for Melba Walsh in the Lester & Son 

Chapel Wodonga. Thursday 29th June was the funeral for Laurel McRae in the Lester & Son Chapel 

Albury, with Pastor Ernie Kiss officiating. Monday 31st July was the funeral for Ruth Frauenfelder at 

St Luke's Albury, with thanks to Pastor Graham Zweck for preaching at this service. Friday 4th 

August was the funeral for Barry Goyne, in the Conway Chapel Wodonga. Thursday 26th October 

was the funeral for Stephanie Roik at St Luke's Albury, with Pastor Ernie Kiss officiating. Monday 

18th December was the funeral for Shirley Bullock in the Lester & Son Chapel Wodonga, with many 

thanks to Pastor Graham Zweck for taking the bulk of this service. 

The year ended with our new church still in progress, and some slightly different Advent and 

Christmas services. We once again held an Advent dinner to mark the start of Advent and it was a 

very enjoyable evening. Due to worshipping in Luther Hall, we were somewhat restricted in our 

decorations for Christmas, but I think we made good use of the space. Thank you to our Lay 

Readers and others who helped run the services while I was afflicted with Bell's Palsy. Thankfully I 

had recovered enough by the end of the year to fulfill my duties as Best Man for Pastor Levi 

Graham in his wedding to Rose Vonow. 

We know that 2024 will bring its own set of challenges, but also many joys as we move into our 

new church home. I pray that we will all receive our new space with thankfulness to God, and 

make good use of it in our ministry and mission. May you find rest and refreshment in our Lord 

Jesus, and be renewed to serve him and his church as the year unfolds. 

Yours in Christ 

Pastor Joshua Muller 
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Statistical Summary 

Baptisms 
Harper Keller – 12th March 

Niall Mirtschin, Denver Mirtschin – 30th April 

 

Marriages 
Nil 

 

First Communions 
Nil 

 

Confirmations 
April Lade, Hannah Dewhirst, Jessica Hawkey, Aiden Lockerbie, Alexa Taylor, Maddison Wiencke – 28th May 

Sophia Kotzur – 4th June 

 

New Members 
Wayne & Glynis Hart – 5th February 

 

Funerals 
Alf Bullock – 7th February at St John's (Havelock St) 

Melba Walsh – 30th May at Lester & Son Chapel Wodonga 

Maryke Agrella (VLC parent) – 24th June at St John's Anglican Wodonga 

Laurel McRae – 29th June at Lester & Son Chapel Wodonga by Pastor Ernie Kiss 

Ruth Frauenfelder – 31st July at St Luke's Albury by Pastor Joshua Muller and Pastor Graham Zweck 

Barry Goyne – 4th August at Conway Chapel Wodonga 

Stephanie Roik – 27th October at St Luke's Albury by Pastor Ernie Kiss 

Shirley Bullock – 18th December at Lester & Son Chapel Wodonga by Pastor Graham Zweck and Pastor 

Joshua Muller 
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WODONGA LUTHERAN PARISH  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

To all Members of Wodonga Lutheran Parish 

I am pleased to present the Treasurers Report for the financial year ending 31 December 2023. 

This report provides an overview of our church’s financial activities during the year. 

It includes the audited financial statements, along with a proposed budget for 2024. 

Financial Highlights for 2023: 

 

1. Total offerings increased by 11.98% over the previous year. The total amount of $124,920.70 was 
just under our budget. This is an excellent result given the difficult economic environment over the 
last 12 months and our relocation of services to the College. Many thanks to all members for your 
continuing support. 
 

2. The building of the new church and manse continued through the year with all progress claims 
being paid from a combination of parish funds and a loan from Alatalo Bros. These projects will 
conclude in the first half of 2024. This will enable us to settle back into more “routine” operations 
and commence the work to build our membership, which is important for future sustainability. 
 

3. The audited result for the year shows a net income of $1,279,081, however this includes the sale 
proceeds from the Havelock St property. After adjusting for this, the Parish incurred a net operating 
loss of $21,983 for the year ($4,378 profit in 2022). A copy of the audit report and financial 
statements is enclosed. 
 

4. The following summary shows the key differences between the two years: 
 

Extra costs in 2023: 
Employment of a Pastor for the full year    $67,423 
Reduction of rental income after selling Havelock St Property $10,629 
Increase in rental costs for manse    $10,156 
        $88,208 
Offset by: 
Special donation received     $10,000 
Increase in Offerings      $13,365 
Property cost savings after sale of Havelock St   $  8,949 
Net benefit in Transfer Fund     $19,915 
No security fencing costs this year    $  2,680 
Lower LCA levies, Vic District, student gifts   $  3,812  
Net other items + and -      $  3,126    
            $61,847 
Net Variance between 2022 and 2023    $26,361 
 
There have been many changes in the 2023 year and the budget for 2024 continues this change. 
The first full year of “normal” operations will be the 2025 year. 

 
5. The Balance Sheet (Statement of Position) shows Net Equity of $2,008,899.04. Most of this value is 

in the land and new buildings. 
 A valuation of buildings has been obtained for insurance purposes. However, this value cannot be 
used in the financial statements. The statements show all amounts at historical cost. Once the 
buildings are fully completed, we will obtain a valuation for financial reporting purposes.  
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6. Cash held in the bank at 31 December 2023 was $327,000.96. The cash on hand has been 

intentionally retained to enable final furniture and fit-out costs to be paid, and to cover any future 

budget deficits as we build membership and establish alternative income streams over the years 

2024-2026.  

 

7. The loan from Alatalo Bros shown on the Balance Sheet represents progress claims that have been 
paid by loan, rather than cash. Borrowing from Alatalo Bros is closely monitored to ensure we get 
the balance right between retaining cash for operational purposes and minimising the loan.  
 

8. Please note that, although not shown separately in the Balance Sheet, the Bank Account does 
include $1,000 received some years ago as a designated gift. These funds are available for specific 
use. 

 

In summary, the 2023 year can be described as a year of transition. This has continued in 2024. The 

culmination of many years of planning and praying has led us to this point in time. It is now up to us to use 

the skills and abilities of our people and maximise the resources of the church, to proclaim the good news, 

fulfill our purpose, and enhance the sustainability of the Wodonga Lutheran Parish. 

Our church remains financially stable , thanks to the continued support and generosity of members. In 

particular, I wish to acknowledge, on behalf of the church, the memorandum of understanding and loan 

arrangement with Alatalo Bros. This arrangement underpins the decision of members to take a leap of faith 

and commit to pursuing growth in the Parish, not for our sake, but to be ambassadors for Christ and share 

the gospel with more people. 

 

Budget – 2024 

Looking ahead, the Parish Council has discussed the budget with the primary purpose of managing finances 

responsibly, ensuring that our resources are allocated efficiently to support our mission and ministry. The 

budget is the first step in a 3-year plan to explore opportunities for growth and expansion while maintaining 

a strong financial foundation. 

 

The budget for 2024 shows a net loss of $35,720, an increase of $13,737 over the 2023-year result. 

An increased loss was anticipated when considering the initial impact of organisational changes and 

resourcing the new church. A notional $45,000 was set aside within cash reserves to cover any deficit in 

2024. 

The major “one-off” expenses which contribute to the increased loss are: 

Termination Payment to employee $8,448.50 

Valuation of Buildings   $3,300.00 

 

Page 3 of the budget highlights the key assumptions sitting behind the numbers. Detailed workpapers have 

been prepared to assist with calculations in the future.  

 

The medium-term budget objective is to initially consolidate operations under the new structure with 

achievable increases in membership. This work will then be built upon in 2025 and 2026 as part of a 3-year 

plan to be finalised this year. This plan will marry a financial strategy with the ministry strategy. 

 

I look forward to working with all members to grow a sustainable church that reaches out, and welcomes in, 

many people from the school and Wodonga community. 

 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Ron Asquith - Treasurer 
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Report Redevelopment 

Wodonga Lutheran Parish March AGM 2024 

• It has been over a year now since we turned the first sod on the new Church site, at this time 

of year in 2022. 

• The construction has worked well over the past year, we are now close to a conclusion given 

this AGM in 2024.  

• One of the other questions posed at the time of the last AGM was of course the manse and 

what we should do about that. As we now know we decided to build a new house for the 

Pastor. This too is now nearing completion in Leneva. We are told late April for hand over. 

•  The Havelock (old church) site is being worked on by the Alatalo contractors at the time of 

this report. Ground works are well under way. This is the beginning of 18 units to be built on 

site. 

 

• Regarding the Church site there have been moments of frustration as well as joy when things 

come together. We still have a few loose ends to tie up as I write this report, the biggest of 

which is the connection and commissioning of the power to the church. 

 

• We are simply waiting on Ausnet to do their thing in their own time; however, we are 

continuing to complete the loose ends in the meantime. Furniture will be delivered to site 

over the next week in preparation for a soft opening at the end of March prior to the AGM. 

 

• The Alatalo’s along with their contractors have been a great team to work with, always 

obliging with nothing too hard to overcome. The quality of the building meets our 

expectations to a tee. 

 

• The other thing of note is the fact that the Subdivision has yet to happen and wont until all 

the issues around the construction of the church have been signed off with certificates issued 

on completion of the build. The mechanisms are in place for the registration of the 

Subdivision as soon as the occupancy certificate is issued. We do not expect registration of 

title to be an issue when the time comes. 

 

• The MOU between the College and St John’s is currently being looked as the way forward 

when it comes to sharing the church space with the College. We do thank the College for 

allowing over the many months for us to have the use of Luther Hall for our church services. 

It has been a blessing to us to have been able to use this facility.  

 

In His service 

Tim McInnes 

Development Committee 
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ANNUAL TREASURERS REPORT 

ST JOHN’S LUTHERAN LADIES’ GUILD WODONGA 

1/1/23- 31/12/23 

 

 

INCOME       EXPENDITURE 

 

LLL Cr Balance B/F  345.23   LW Magazine   420.00 

CBA Cr Balance B/F  192.79   LWV Affiliations Fees ’23             208.00 

LLL Interest       5.36              ’24            195.00 

Donations               1241.50   Donations LWV   100.00 

Affiliations Fees   241.00   ALWS     273.00 

LW Magazine Subs  408.00   LW Projects                1150.00 

ALWS Donations  273.00                    2346.00 

                2706.88   Cr LLL 31/12/23                               350.59  

       Cr CBA   31/12/23      10.29 

                        2706.88 

 

Submitted by Sheryl Parsons (Treasurer) 

Audited by C.Elies  (CA)  11/3/2024 
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WODONGA LUTHERAN LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP 
PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

January – December 2023 
Wodonga Lutheran Ladies’ Fellowship has continued for another year, from February to December 
2023, on the first Wednesday of each month. 

 
We start each meeting with a “Getting to Know You” segment at 10am. 
This is followed by a Bible Study taken from the “Lutheran Women of Australia’s magazine. In 2023, 
these studies all concentrated on the different Fruits of the Spirit. We thank Pastor Joshua Muller 
for leading most of these, and Pastor Ernie Kiss for leading the July and October studies.  
A short business meeting then occurs, and we finish at about 12 noon. 
Then some of us stay later for a social lunch together. 
 
In our meetings, we usually have about 7 women attending, plus Pastor. We were delighted to 
welcome one of the Wodonga Gardens Retirement Estate residents to join us for our Bible Studies 
in the second half of the year.  
We would love to see more women come and join us in 2024.  
 
Not every meeting is exactly the same. 
In March we attended the Lenten Service in the Havelock St Church instead of having our normal 
Bible Study, and then made Baptismal Birthday cards for children who have been baptised in our 
church over the last 5 years. 
In May we had Guest Speaker Joel Klemke talk about his job of Victory College chaplain. 
In June we had our winter meeting in the nice warm home of one of our members, followed by a 
communal hot lunch. 
In December we had our Christmas Breakup luncheon at Edward’s Tavern, inviting members of our 
congregation. 
 
After the closure of our Havelock St church building, we were given permission to have our meetings 
at the community centre in Wodonga Gardens Retirement Estate, where we have been “camping” 
since July. We look forward to being able to meet in our new church building within the next few 
months. 
 
Some members attended other related events such as Lavington Ladies’ Guild Morning Tea with 
Guest Speaker, and the World Day of Prayer. 
 
We remember members and friends when they have. birthdays, and this year we sent 5 cards to 
those who were had significant birthdays.  
 
At each meeting, we give a free will offering. This year, we were thus able to donate to: 

-various LWA projects – $900 
-various LWVic/Tas projects -$250 
-Walk my Way project - $26 

We also thank congregation members for 
 -the donations of $247 given at our Christmas Breakup, that we were able to send to ALWS. 
 
We pray that we will grow more in Christ during 2024 
Margaret Burkert 
President 
Wodonga Lutheran Ladies’ Fellowship 
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MUSIC MINISTRY COORDINATOR’S REPORT FOR 2023 

During 2023 services were supported by live playing, the band, or music embedded 
in the Power point presentations. Ps Josh and I have worked together to choose a 
blended style of hymns and songs, also introducing new songs to enhance the 
message throughout the seasons of the Church year. 

 

Joyful Noise (church band) 

The band has been playing the first Sunday of the month with Celebrating 
Communion in Song. Practices were held every Tuesday night and then, once we 
moved to Luther Hall, they were held before the service. 

Highlights were playing for the final service at Havelock St and the Christmas Carols 
night at VLC.   

Current members of Joyful Noise are: Paul Vogelsang (trumpet), Mel Keller (guitar), 
Nicole Keller (singer) Daniel Roik (bongos/drums), Rolf Egeberg (drums), and Susan 
Edwards (keyboard). I would like to thank Peter Vogelsang for filling in on drums on 
occasions.  

 

Ongoing Matters: 

Christian Copyright, Music Reproduction and Performance Licences are all up to date 
and reporting on song usage has been done as needed. 

Research into new music/hymns/songs is ongoing. If you have a suggestion, please 
let me know. 

 

Appeal: 

Musicians and singers are always welcome to contact me, come and have a play at 
band practice (once we are moved in to our new “home”) and see how you go. We 
are not professionals, just people using our gifts the best that we can to glorify our 
Saviour!  

 

God bless, 

Susan Edwards,        Music Ministry Co-ordinator.    0429 166161 
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Parish/College Mission and Ministry Report 

This committee has met regularly on a monthly basis over the past twelve months. 

• The highlight of the year was the ‘Walk My Way’ ALWS fundraiser held on the 14th 

October 2023, to raise funds so that children in East Africa could have an education. The 

walk was from Bonegilla Migrant Camp to Victory Lutheran College. Funds raised were over 

the expected $10,000 goal with the Parish contributing $2,000 from their walkers. 

• Every Friday morning after Primary Chapel morning tea is served by members of the 

Parish. 

• Members of the Parish operated the College’s coffee machine from 3.30pm to 7.00pm 14th 

September to offer coffee to parents and staff at the Parent/Teacher Interviews. 

• Members from the Parish meet every Tuesday morning in the College library to cover 

books. 

• Members of the Parish/College Mission & Ministry assisted with organizing the Carols at 

the College on 6th December 2023. The Parish band was involved in the playing of several 

carols. 

• Parish members were invited to the end of year service and also to the awards 

presentation. 

• Staff and students have offered to assist with the serving of afternoon tea at the official 

opening and consecration of our new church.  

There will be many occasions in the coming year for the Parish and College to interact with each 

other, not only in our new building but on the College premises.  

The students and parents have watched our church being built and now that the fence has gone 

there is great excitement. One parent from the neighbourhood said to me ‘I just can’t wait to see 

inside!’ Staff too are excited to see inside but also to bring their students over for a look and later 

in the year for worship. 

As the Parish and College have worked together over the past year our efforts have been blest. It is 

important that we continue to strengthen and encourage each other as we fulfill God’s command 

in Matthew 28 v18 – 20. “All power in heaven and on earth is given to me. So go and make 

followers of all people in the world. Baptise them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything that I have taught you, and I will be with you always, 

even until the end of this age”.  

Humbly submitted 

Jenny Simboras 

On behalf of the Parish/College Mission and Ministry 
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Worship Committee Report for AGM Book Of Reports 

As a worship committee we have deliberated over every little aspect associated with our worship services, 
including visitors cards, children’s activities, rosters, displays, etc. 

With the temporary relocation to Victory Lutheran College (VLC) in May 2023 came many challenges: 

- We had to decide which items we absolutely had to take for regular worship services and which 
items could remain in storage for a while 

- We negotiated with VLC with regard to the use of Luther Hall 
: Storage spaces 
: Set up times 
: Pack down expectations 
: Opening and lock up procedures, etc. 

- We had to work out how our sound and PA systems would work on the VLC system 
- Rosters and lists of duties for ushering, communion set up and serving, opening and closing the 

building, morning tea, etc were rewritten to suit our temporary location. 

We are especially grateful for the small band of helpers who were able to set up Luther Hall on a Friday 
afternoon for worship services.  Having the worship space set up and the sound system working on a Friday 
afternoon made for a seamless, hassle free start to Sunday services. 

A special thankyou to everyone who has assisted by serving on rosters, packing away chairs, serving 
morning tea and many other areas.  Thanks to you all for your support and adaptability while we 
worshipped in Luther Hall. 

With the impending transition to our new Church building the Worship Committee has been anticipating 
the requirements and procedures needing to be put in place once we move in. 

- Rosters and procedures will once again change and need updating  
- We recognize that new duties will need to be implemented 
- There will be a request for more parishioners to assist in any little way they can 

The Worship Committee has attended to the special details for particular church celebrations in the form of 
special service orders, displays, decorations, handouts  etc. all within the parameters of worshipping in 
Luther Hall. 

- Confirmation   - All Saints Day   - Thanksgiving 
- Reformation   - Christmas   - Victory Sunday  
- Easter    - Advent Dinner 

Our time in Luther Hall has been a blessing! 

We now look forward to planning worship events in our new church!  

Planning for the Opening service for our new church is complete. (At the time of writing, we are just waiting 
for an opening date!)  Planning worship and the associated aspects in a new space is challenging, but we are 
so excited about it! We ask for your patience, assistance and suggestions. 

This also means reinstating some activities that were difficult to undertake in our temporary mode in Luther 
Hall, and expanding on practices already begun. 

Thanks to all of you for your support, adaptability and willingness over the past twelve months. 

 

Rhonda Keller 

On behalf of the worship Committee: 

Pastor Joshua, Jenny Simboras, Sheryl Parsons, Susan Edwards, Laurel Wiencke 
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PASTORAL  ASSISTANTS REPORT 2023 

 

 Pastor Joshua has worked closely with us this year again and we have met on a regular basis. 

Sheryl was away for quite a few months which meant Sue was on call. 

We had made a total of approximately 90 phone calls, following up on members and arranging 

many visits with Pastor. 

As lay assistants we help to schedule “visits” for Pastor in between his other duties according to his 

timetable. 

We would encourage anyone who would like a visit with Pastor to please contact us. Members are 

inclined to think that Pastor is “too busy” to see them or that they are “not important enough” to 

take up his time. We would say this is not the case. 

Please contact us if you need to see Pastor, it needs to be 1st hand- do not assume “we know what 

is happening” as we only pay attention to 1st hand information.   

 Visits will happen at an opportune time for Pastor.  The only change to this is when they are 

urgent.  You may contact either of us or Pastor directly, if the matter is urgent. 

Pastor would also appreciate an invitation on a casual basis ie “just to get to know you” – for a 

piece of cake, beverage, or a meal. 

It has been a privilege for us both to be able to respond to requests for visits and to have 

conversations on many varied subjects. 

We hope that Jesus has been evident in the times that we have spent with you, and that we have 

helped in bringing you into closer relationship with Him. 

 

Submitted by Sheryl Parsons and Sue Housego 
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New Business 
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Nominations – Wodonga Lutheran Parish 2024 

Paul told the Thessalonians, “Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among 

you, and are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love 

because of their work. Live in peace with each other” (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13) 

Position Nominee Remarks 

Parish Council Executive   

Chairperson Alex Sweetman  

Vice Chairperson vacant  

Secretary Wayne Hart  

Treasurer Ron Asquith  

Parish Council Members  No set number of members 

Continuing Member Pastor Ernie Kiss  

Continuing Member Tim McInnes  

Continuing Member Mel Keller  

Continuing Member Claire Roennfeldt  

   

   

Consultants (ex officio) Pastor Joshua Muller Parish Pastor 

 John Thompson Victory Lutheran College Principal 

 Adrian Gutsche Victory Lutheran College Board Chairperson 

Pastoral Assistants  At least three required 

 Sheryl Parsons Continuing term 

 Sue Housego Re-election 

 vacant  

Lay Readers  At least two required 

 Phillip Edwards  

 John Donker  

Property Committee  Three required 

 Peter Lade  

 Rhonda Keller  

 Tim McInnes  

Worship Committee  No set number of members 

 Rhonda Keller  

 Susan Edwards  

 Sheryl Parsons  

 Jenny Simboras  

 Laurel Wiencke  

Persons of Responsibility   

Safe Church Coordinator Carolyn Kiss  

Music Coordinator Susan Edwards  

International Mission Jan Farrell Link Member 

International Mission Ingrid Harder Stamp Collector 

LLL Representative Kerrie Donker  

   

Other Groups  For endorsement only 

Women's Fellowship Executive Margaret Burkert 
Lenore de Garis 
Sheryl Parsons 

President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Parish/College Mission and 
Ministry 

Jenny Simboras 
John Thompson 
Joel Klemke 
Sheryl Parsons 
Lisa Enever 
Claire Roennfeldt 
Mel Keller 
Jason Zweck 
Jonathan Schmidt 
Janine Hallahan 

 

 


