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FELLOWS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
1995  David H. Ashton* 

Herbert H. Bolotin 
Phillip G. Law* 
Dewar W. Goode* 

1996  Jerry M. Adams 
Clive K. Coogan* 
Suzanne Cory 
Sir Gustav Nossal 
Sir Arvi Parbo* 
Graeme I. Pearman 
John A. Talent 

1999  James M. Bowler 
Nancy F. Millis* 
 

2001  Yvonne Aitken* 
Martin R. Harris 
Barry O. Jones 
John F. Lovering 

2004  Thomas A. Darragh 
Joyce R. Richardson* 

2005  Hilary J. Harrington* 
Murray J. Littlejohn 

2008  David V. Boger 
2010  Milton T. W. Hearn 
2016  Peter C. Doherty 
2018  Lynne Selwood 
2019  Sandra Rees 
 

*  Deceased 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Mr D Zerman 
As I write in this report in late April 2020 about RSV activities in 2019, it seems so long ago as 
we live in the first four months of COVID-19.  

The 2019 Annual General Meeting will be unique in the 166-year history of the RSV and your 
involvement will record you as a participant at this historic event, as the AGM will be 
conducted electronically rather than in person.  

But as we continue to conduct our (adapted) activities in 2020, I reflect on what I think was an 
exceptional program for our Members during 2019. Details on our presentations and other activities 
during 2019 are outlined throughout this report.  

LΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ 
series, one of the highlights for me was the 400-plus activities across Victoria during National Science 
Week. Within that week, I was overwhelmed by the exceptional range of more than 30 events during 
ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ IƻǳǎŜ, attended by more than 1000 people. 

Our activities are a team effort. Besides the Executive and 
Council of the RSV (listed on page 2 of this report) who have 
legal oversight of our activities, the hard work of bringing 
our plans to reality is undertaken by the RSV staff led by our 
CEO Mike Flattley, and the professional team comprising 
James McArthur, Malourie Crawford, Renee Beale, Fleur 
Kallenbach, Ann Woelk, Catriona Nguyen-Robertson and 
Linda Baird. I would like to especially thank Sam Smale, Nikki 
Wood, Cassandra Ferry, Doug McCann and Luca Bizzarri, 
who are the stars of our hospitality team. 

Our Patron, the Governor of Victoria, Linda Dessau AC, has 
been a great supporter of our activities and hosted a public 
science forum organised by the RSV on 11 September at 
Government House, attended by more than 500 people. 

Your involvement with and support of the RSV in 2019 ensured that we continued the mission of our 
founders - to promote science to the Victorian community.  

I thank you for your participation and look forward to meeting and speaking to you at our historic, 
virtual AGM. 

Some members of the RSV Hospitality Team, from 
left: Cassandra Ferry, Samuel Smales, Malourie 
Crawford (RSV Events & Functions Manager) and 
Nikki Wood. 
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FUNDRAISING 2019 

The Society gratefully acknowledges the following Members for their generosity (post-nominals 
omitted): 

Mr Greg Eccleston  
Mr John Link  
Dr Rob Day  
Prof Bruce Kemp  
Dr Alan Finkel  
Mr Warwick Anderson  
Dr Peter Baines  
Dr Suzanne Daniel-Dreyfus  
Dr Colleen Morris  
Mr Ian Jones  
Mr John Neil  
Mr Roy Hardcastle  
Mr James McConville  
Mr Norm West  
Ms Kerrie McNicol  
Ms Carol Ely  

Dr Murray Johns  
Dr Murray Littlejohn  
Mr Charles Clark  
Dr Ken Bell  
Mr Graeme Weber  
Mrs Voi Williams  
Mr Keith Dempster  
Ms Nancy McNeill  
Mr Alan Davis 
Mrs Lynn Treadwell 
Mr Alan Evered 
Dr Melinda Kemp 
Mr Peter Holbeach 
Lady Primrose Potter 
Mr John Neil 
Mr Richard Lodder 

Professor Sandra Rees  
Mr Mike Flattley 
Agriculture Victoria  
Mr David Zerman  
Mr John Neil 
Ms Che Celledon 
Ms Elizabeth Connor 
Ms Nola Miles 
Dr Bram Mason 
Loyola College 
Dr Max and Mrs Margaret 
Richards 
Ms Kerrie McNicol 
Dr William Birch 

 

Funds raised from members and supporters in 2019 totalled $20,113.10. Of this, most were directed 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ϸнфл ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ w{±-supported Indigenous Australian STEM 
literacy initiatives and $5,000 directed to support our Young Scientist Research Prizes. 

A further $2,300 was raised through thoughtful contributions by the general public during the 
Melbourne Garden and Flower Show, which was directed to our Young Scientist Research Prizes. A 
further $1,077 was raised in support of our auspicee Science for All (operating the Campfires and 
Science and Wild DNA programs) and a further $1640.31 was raised for our highest priorities through 
donations collected via Eventbrite. 

Total funding received through donations, fundraising and bequests totalled $25,130.41. Thanks to all 
for generously supporting our endeavours. 

THE HALL & GROUNDS 
Numerous organisations conducted over 240 meetings during the year. Eucalypt Australia continued 
their lease of the Nancy Millis Room. GoGet Carshare continued leasing spaces in the IŀƭƭΩǎ car park, 
with Flexicar also sustaining a lease. The Environmental Protection Authority Victoria continued their 
lease on the former Bureau of Meteorology site to undertake air pollution monitoring activities. Science 
communication agency Scientell extended their tenancy, growing their team and moving into the larger 
upstairs office.  

 wŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ w{±Ωǎ ǘŜƴŀƴŎƛŜǎΣ ǾŜƴǳŜ ƘƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀǘ Ϸн83,177. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ thanks and appreciation are due to those people and organisations that contributed their 
valuable assistance during the year, notably: 

ß The many RSV Members assisting with management of our Library collection, distributing the 
monthly Newsletter and assisting with the dispatch of materials to event holders during National 
Science Week. 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Number of Meetings   362 353 358 370 243 

Revenue from Tenancies & 
Venue Hire 

$158,918.00  $184,571.00  $164,546.00  $189,147.00  $190,388.00  $211,725.00  $249,301.00 

Revenue from RSV Events $  $ $  $39,358.00  $14,720.00  $21,068.00  $33,876.00 

Total Venue & Events 
Revenue 

$158,918.00  $184,571.00  $164,546.00  $228,505.00  $205,108.00  $232,793.00  $283,177.00 
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CITY OF MELBOURNE 
The Council wishes to acknowledge with gratitude the continued maintenance of the publicly accessible 
grounds of the Society as part of the City of Melbourne's open space program. 

ADMINISTRATION 
Mr Mike Flattley, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr James McArthur, Business and Facilities Manager  
Ms Malourie Crawford, Events Manager  
Dr Renee Beale, Victorian Science Week Lead 
Ms Ann Woelk, Community Engagement & Partnerships Officer 
Ms Fleur Kellenbach, Governance & Philanthropy Officer 
Ms Catriona Nguyen-Robertson, Science Communications Officer 

This Report is approved by Council for presentation to Members at the Annual General Meeting to be 
conducted Thursday 14th May, 2020. 

David Zerman, President 

2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 162nd Annual General Meeting was convened on 9th May, 2019. 

Councillors A/Professor Robert Day, Ms Pamela Borger, Professor David Walker, Dr Viktor Perunicic and 
Mr Robert Gell AM were inducted for a two-year term as Ordinary Members of Council at the AGM. 

The Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2018 were received and adopted. Proposed 
ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ wǳƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 
By-Laws were noted. 

FELLOWS  
Professor Sandra Rees was inducted as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Victoria at the Annual General 
Meeting held on 9th May. 

RESEARCH MEDAL 
Mr D. Zerman (Chair), Mrs N. Williams, Dr W. Birch, Dr P. Baines, Mr A. Davison 

Following the input from of an independent panel of 
assessors on submissions received, the Executive 
Committee was pleased to recommend to Council that 
Professor Andrew Pitman be awarded the Royal Society 
of ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ Medal for Excellence in Scientific Research 
in Category III: Earth Sciences. Lƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘŀƭΩǎ слth year, 
the presentation to Professor Pitman was made by 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ Sustainability, 
Dr Gillian Sparkes MRSV. Our Medallist then presented his 
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άClimate Extremes: 
Present and FutureΦέ 

- David Zerman, Chair 

FROM THE CEO 
Mr M. Flattley 
I would like to thank all members, staff, partners and supporters of the Royal Society of 
Victoria for embracing our vision for a state engaged with the excitement and opportunities 
of scientific work beyond the traditional boundaries of schools, research institutions and 
specialised industry. 2019 has been a high water mark for the RSV in terms of its impact, from 

the grass roots of public libraries to the halls of both Parliament and Government House, and I 

Professor Andrew Pitman was awarded the 2019 Medal for 
9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ Commissioner 
for Environmental Sustainability, Dr Gillian Sparkes. 
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sincerely hope our efforts have demonstrated to people from all backgrounds the value of an 
institution that brokers meaningful connections between scientists, communities, 

governments and industries through our shared challenge: building the personal and 
collective capacities of Victorians to face an increasingly uncertain future. Through 

access to the expertise of our scientific community, an understanding of the scientific 
process and a willingness to embrace evidence-based decision making, we aim to 

bring science to life for people everywhere, 
embracing the diversity of the human experience. 

/ǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
sustainability as an organisation. The first 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
sustainability is the question of its 

relevance ς is the promotion of 
science to community and government an endeavour 

that is needed and valued by our broader society? While 
we, as an organisation defined by the character of our 

membership, are convinced that scientific work and universal scientific literacy are essential to the 
future wellbeing of our state and people, the true indication comes when we put that assertion to the 
test with a broader society. 

We have been small in our ambitions and scope of activities for a very long time, and our recent 
investment in becoming an NGO that truly takes the whole of Victoria into scope when delivering on 
our mission has underscored the very low financial base from which we operate. This has for too long 
constrained our efficacy, threatening to overwhelm our core mission with the perpetual concerns of 
maintaining heritage buildings and facilities, drawing on the finite revenues we raise through member 
subscriptions, tenancies, facility hire and functions. 

¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōǳǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ a sombre outlook 
has precipitated a search for definitive, transformational solutions. We know that we cannot continue 
to operate from a financial base lower in value than a single, average house in suburban Melbourne; 
an operation of our scale and ambition requires a substantial endowment to remain viable and 
effective. We have thought hard over a long interval, both at the leadership level and through 
convening the expertise of our members through themed 
workshops, and it is clear we have a number of very 
challenging, yet achievable, measures to take in the years 
ahead. Certainly, the 1 Victoria Street proposal is our great aim 
ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎǳǇŜǊ-ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘέ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎo my hope that we 
can look to the generosity of individual donors and 
philanthropic trusts, and the partnership of sponsors and 
ƎǊŀƴǘ ƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ 
future. Please support us on that journey. 

- Mike Flattley, CEO 

SCIENCE PROGRAM 
Dr K. Orrman-Rossiter (Chair)  
 

2019 Lecture Series 

A core activity of the RSV is to present a program of engaging, accessible lectures on a wide 
range of scientific topics of interest and relevance to RSV members and the general public. 
We had a wonderful line-up of speakers and topics to enjoy throughout the year, some of 
which informed further talks delivered to audiences in regional and suburban Victoria 

through the Inspiring Victoria program. The majority of these are termed tƘŜ άhǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎέ ƻŦ 
the RSVΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ, with many others convened as special events, often in partnership with or the 
support of other organisations and groups. 
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нлмф άOrdinary Meetingsέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ Victoria 

14 February:  Rain, Hail or Shine: The Secrets of Severe Weather 
Dr Joshua Soderholm, School of Earth, Atmosphere and 
Environment, Monash University 

28 February:  Fashionable Science: Wearables, Functional Textiles and 
Circular Fashion 
Dr Nolene Byrne ŦǊƻƳ 5ŜŀƪƛƴΩǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ Dr 
Rajesh Ramanathan ŦǊƻƳ waL¢Ωǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ 5Ǌ Lyndon Arnold 
formerly of CSIRO and RMIT, and independent designer Dr Leah Heiss. 

14 March: ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎΥ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘ ƻŦ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ 
Law 

Associate Professor Meera Parish, Dr Carlos Kuhn and 
Ms Rebecca Orrell-Trigg from the ARC Centre of 
Excellence in Low-Energy Electronics.  

28 March:  The Marvels of Medicinal Plants 
Dr Tien Huynh, Biosciences & Food Technology, RMIT 
University. 

 

11 April:  Moneyball 2.0: Analytics and Technologies Improving 
High-Performance Sports 
Associate Professor Sam Robertson and Professor Damian 
Farrow, Victoria University. 
 

9 May:  Gamble, Drink, Consume, Repeat: Why we need 
BrainPark 
Professor Murat Yücel, Monash Institute of Cognitive & Clinical 
Neurosciences. 

23 May:  Are Bees Smart Pollinators? You can Count 
on it!  

Associate Professor Adrian Dyer, Design and 
Social Context, RMIT University. 

13 June:  Edible Nature Strips and 
Subsidised Worm Farms 

Ms Liza Barbour, Monash 
University. 
 

27 June:  From Monsoons to Desert: 50 Million Years of 
Australian Climate History 
Associate Professor Stephen Gallagher, Melbourne School of 
Earth Sciences (The 2019 Howitt Lecture). 

25 July:  Social Work: Collaborative 
Human-Robot Interaction 
Professor Elizabeth Croft, Dean of 
Engineering, Monash University. 
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8 August:  Mind over Faecal Matter: Gut 
biome and mental health 
Professor Ashley Franks, La Trobe 
School of Life Sciences and 
Associate Professor Elisa Hill-
Yardin, RMIT University 

15 August: Young Scientist Research Prizes: 2019 Competition and Prize Ceremony 
Dr Rachel Brand (Swinburne University), Ms Avanthi Isaka Badulla Liyanage 
(Monash University), Miss Shruti Nirantar (RMIT University), Ms Elvina 
Parlindungan (RMIT University), Ms Annie Cox (Monash University), Ms Emily 
Roycroft (University of Melbourne) 

12 September: Darkness Visible Down Under 

Professor Alan Duffy, Swinburne Centre for 
Astrophysics and Computing, Swinburne 
University 

26 September:  Pyrodiversity: Fire and Wildlife in the 
Anthropocene 
Dr Luke Kelly, School of Ecosystem and Forest Sciences, 
The University of Melbourne 

10 October: What are Fungi Doing for our 
Bushlands?  

Dr Sapphire McMullan-Fisher, 
Mycologist, Fungi for Land 

24 October: Nanoparticles: 
Exploiting 
Colour and Light 
Dr Rajesh 
Ramanathan, Senior Lecturer, 
School of Science, RMIT 
University 
(Phillip Law Postdoctoral Award 
Lecture) 

14 November: !Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
Chemical Reactor  

Professor Uta Wille, School of 
Chemistry, University of Melbourne 
and Dr Caroline Kyi, Conservator 
and Conservation Scientist 

28 November: Epilepsy, Algorithms and AI: Personalised Seizure Forecasting  
Professor David Grayden, Clifford Chair of Neural Engineering, 
University of Melbourne 

 

12 December: Climate Extremes: Present and Future 

Professor Andrew Pitman, Director, ARC 
Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes 
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Joint Presentations & Panel Sessions 

Fascinating joint lectures included our enduring collaboration with the Australian 
Academy of Technology and Engineering, this year hearing from the Dean of Monash 
Engineering, Professor Elizabeth Croft ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ άCollaborative 
Human-wƻōƻǘ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΤέ ŀƴŘ the annual Howitt Lecture with the Geological Society 
of Australia Inc (Victoria Division) featured the work of Associate Professor Stephen 
Gallager (Melbourne School of Earth Sciences) on ά50 Million Years of Australian 
Climate History.έ  

Two fascinating panel sessions were 
convened this year: one on άFashionable 
Science:  Wearables, Functional Textiles 
and Circular FashionΣέ featuring Dr 
Nolene Byrne from Deakin UniversityΩǎ 
Institute for Frontier Materials, Dr Rajesh 

Ramanathan from RMIT UniversityΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ 5Ǌ 
Lyndon Arnold formerly of CSIRO and RMIT, and independent 
designer Dr Leah Heiss; and another on άThe Future of 
9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎΥ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴŘ ƻŦ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ [ŀǿέ with Associate 
Professor Meera Parish (Monash University), Dr Carlos Kuhn 
(Swinburne University), Ms Rebecca Orrell-Trigg (UNSW) and 
Dr Errol Hunt (Monash), all colleagues from the ARC Centre of 
Excellence in Low-Energy Electronics Technologies.  

2019 Boden Conference: Evolutionary 
Transformations in Vertebrate History 

From 2 to 4 October, the RSV partnered with Museums Victoria and the University of 
Melbourne to present the Austraƭƛŀƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ 2019 Boden Conference, 
convened by dynamic RSV member Dr Christy Hipsley (pictured left), Chief Investigator of 
the Hipsley Lab at the University of Melbourne and Museums Victoria. The conference 
brought together top Australian and international scientists, students and early-career 
researchers to present the latest advancements in investigating the dynamics of evolutional 
transitions, such as the colonisation of land by tetrapods, the secondary invasion of water by 
whales, the feathered flight of dinosaurs, and live mammalian birth, with an emphasis on 

methods for integrating modern and palaeontological data. Keynote speakers included Professor Michael 
Coates and Assistant Professor Graham Slater from the University of 
Chicago, Dr Daniel Thomas from Massey University, Dr Emma Sherratt 
from the University of Adelaide, Professor Anjali Goswami from 
University College London and Dr Helene Morlon from CNRS in France. 
Our 2011 RSV Research Medallist and erstwhile President of the Royal 
Society of South Australia, eminent palaeontologist Professor John 
Long, provided the keynote at the conference dinner held at the 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ п hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ 

The Young Scientist Research Prizes 

Our annual YSRP competition was held on 15th August as part of National Science Week in 2019. Open to 
students in the final year of their PhD candidature, in 2019 there were 60 entries across three categories: 
Biological Sciences (non-human); Physical Sciences and Biomedical & Health sciences. There were no 
eligible entries in the Earth Sciences category. 

We are most grateful to our colleagues with requisite disciplinary expertise who acted as assessors for the 
short list and joined the judging panel on the night of the final. Thanks go to Nicola Williams, Robert Day, 
David Walker, David Zerman, Bill Birch, Angela Cumberland, Bobbi Fleiss, Sophia Frentz, Catherine de Burgh- 

Science Fashionistas, from left: Dr Leah Heiss, RSV 
Science Week Lead Dr Renee Beale, Dr Rajexh 
Ramanathan, RSV Vice-President Mrs Nicola 
Williams, Dr Nolene Byrne, Dr Lyndon Arnold and RSV 
Science Program Chair Dr Kevin Orrman-Rossiter. 

From left: RSV Treasurer 
Andrew Davison with 
Professor Elizabeth Croft and 
ATSE Victorian Chair Dr 
Alexander Gosling AM. 
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Day and Viktor Perunicic for assisting us with this challenging 
work. 

Two finalists from each category presented 10-minute talks to 
an enthusiastic audience of family, peers, supervisors and RSV 
members. The first prize winners were each presented with 
ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w{±Σ ŀ cheque ($1,000) and a 
prize certificate by our President, Mr David Zerman. 

 
Biological Sciences (non-human):   
First Place: Emily Roycroft 
School of BioSciences, The University of Melbourne 
& Museums Victoria 

άtƘȅƭƻƎŜƴƻƳƛŎǎΣ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǊƻŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

Second Place: Elvina Parlindungan 
School of Science, RMIT University 

ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀƴǘƛƳƛŎǊƻōƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ 
ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎǘŜΦέ 

 

Physical Sciences:  

First Place: Avanthi Isaka Badulla Liyanage  
Department of Civil Engineering, Monash University 

ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ  ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ƎŜƻǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦέ 

Second Place: Shruti Nirantar  
School of Engineering, RMIT University 

ά9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǎƛƭƛŎƻƴΥ {ǿƛǘŎƘŀōƭŜ ƴŀƴƻŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΦέ 
 

 

Biomedical and Health Sciences:  
First Place: Annie Cox  
The Ritchie Centre, Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Monash 
University 

άtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜŜŎƭŀƳǇǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀōƛŜǎΥ /ƻǳƭŘ ǎǳƭŦƻǊŀǇƘŀƴŜΣ ŀ 
broccoli sprout extract, be the ŀƴǎǿŜǊΚέ 

Second Place: Rachel Brand 
Centre for Mental Health, Swinburne University of Technology 

ά¢ǊŀǳƳŀΣ Ǉƻǎǘ-traumatic stress symptoms and voice-hearing: An exploration of 
Ŏŀǳǎŀƭ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΦέ 

 

Our second prize winners each received a cheque ($500), a prize certificate ŀƴŘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Society. Our thanks once again to the Committee members, assessors and judges for their support and 
input, and the CEO and staff for their considerable work in administering the Awards and bringing our 
lecture program to fruition.  

 

YSRP Finalists, from left: Dr Rachel Brand, Ms 
Avanthi Isaka Badulla Liyanage, Miss Shruti 
Nirantar, Ms Elvina Parlindungan, Ms Annie Cox, Ms 
Emily Roycroft. 


